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Lesson for January 27 in this issue 


Lesson 4.—The Holy Spirit. Joel 2:28, 29; Luke 11 : 9-13; 
John 3: 5-8; 14:16, 17, 26; 15:26, 27; 16:7-15; Acts 
2:1-21, 32, 33; Romans 8: 1-17, 26, 27; 1 Corinthians 
12: 1-13; Ephesians 1:13, 14; 3: 14-21; 4:1-6, 30. 
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HOSE who desire to buy economically and at 
the same time to obtain quality read the adver- 
tisements for news of worth while purchases. You 
will be well repaid if you use. the Times advertising 
columns as your guide in many of your purchases. 











Jesus 
By Mrs. Eva Rose York 


\7O ONE is always by my side, 
No one brings light at.eventide, 
No one sheds fragrance far and wide, 
Like Jesus. 


No one can hear my faltering voice, 

No one can bid my soutrejoice, 

No one can make my love his choice, 
Like Jesus. 


No one can take away my pain, 

No one can wake a glad refrain, 

No one can turn my loss to gain, 
Like Jesus: 


No one has saved me by his grace, 

No one is making me a place, 

No one gives God within his face, 
But Jesus. 


No one can conquer in the fight, 

No one can make my vision bright, > 

No. one can keep me really white, ; , 
But Jesus. 


No one can open Heaven to me, 

No one my praise shall ever be, * 

No one, through ali eternity, 
But Jesus. 





A Silver Anniversary 

Twenty-five years ago last month, December 8, 
1903, the former Editor of The Sunday School Times 
and President of the Times Company, H. Clay Trum- 
bull, was called to be with the Lord he had served so 
long and loved so well. He had been Editor of this 
paper since 1875; and now, if years are reckoned in 
Heaven, he has _ just had his.Silver Anniversary in 
that wonderful Home. The week after his Home- 
going, December 14, his son and son-in-law, whom he 
-had made his partners in this work, were officially made 
his successors by action of the Board of Directors 
of the Company. His son-in-law Philip E. ‘Howard, 
closer to Dr. Trumbull than some sons are to their 
own fathers, succeeded“him as President of the Com- 
pany; and his son Charles Gallaudet Trumbull was 
made Editor. These two brothers had been together 
during their school days; Mr. Howard entered the 
business department of the paper on his graduation 
from the University of ‘Pennsylvania in 1801, and Mr. 
Trumbull entered upon’ the editorial work at his 
graduation from Yale University in 1893. They re- 
joice that they have been privileged to continue to- 
@ether in this work for more than thirty-five years, 
and they are grateful for the coming of the Silver 
Anniversary of their incumbency in these positions of 


. shiping Christ. whet 


opportunity. They are grateful to God, and they are 
grateful to the tens of thousands of God’s children 
throughout the world whom they love to count as 
members with them of The Sunday School Times 
Family. They could ask -for:-no better recognition of 
this Silver Anniversary season than that every mem- 
ber of this world-wide family should unite with them, 
perhaps more earnestly than. ever before, in praying 
and working for a great enlargement of the ministry 
and circulation of the Times in the New Year just 
begun. If God has brought you blessings through the 
paper, will you tell others about this and svek to bring 
them into the family? Will you pray -that, if it is 
God’s will, the circulation of the paper may be 
doubled? It has a large circulation now, the average, 
including specimen copies, is over 90,000 copies a week, 
which means that the Times is read by more than a 
quarter of a million people. Will you help to increase 
this number to half a million? And let us unite with 
Moses and: Samuel in their thanksgivings: ‘The Lord 
thy God bare thee, as a man doth bear his son, in all 
the way that ye went, until ye came into this place” 
pe 1:31). -“Hitherto hath the Lord helped us” 
1 Sam. 7: 12). 
“— 


The Herod-Attitude Today 


Multitudes talk beautifully about Christ today. 
Doubtless. many millions more are doing so now than 
ever before in the history of the world. Almost every 
political and sociological and religious false cult claims 
him and speaks respectfully of his character and teach- 
ings. Many even point with admiration to his death. 
Yet the most of this is but a modern expression of the 
Herod who reigned when Christ was born. That 
king is a type of the natural man, in his enmity against 
God and therefore his hatred of Christ. Yet he called 
the wise men, and said, “Go and search diligently for 
the yeung child; and when ye have found him, bring 
me word again, that-I may come and worship him 
also” (Matt. 2:8). Did Herod really want to wor- 
ship Christ? No, he wanted to find kim that. he 
might kill him. He proved this a lif 
he “sent forth, and slew all the children 
Bethlehem, and in al eof, £ 
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is, how should it affect of 
missionary. service? On what 
centrate if we are drawing ver 
the age? 
I use a five year “Linea Da 
of 1928, I shall have filled my 
planning for a new diary with 
when suddenly I was conscious ¢ 
voice” was speaking to my listening heart. I love to 
hear His voice. “When you shall hate filed up the new 
diary, five years hence, it will be>the.end of 10933; 
the fiext year will be 1934, whichis the next great 
prophetic year according to the Scripture.” It awakened 
my soul and set me thinking. How the years were 
passing! “Like the weaver’s shuttle,” as the Chinese 
proverb has it. 
“Lord, ¢each me to number my days, that I may 


Editor’s Note.—This editorial is a message from the 
tauch loved missionary in Wuchow, South China, R. A. 
Jafirgy, whose articles have often challenged and blessed 
readdrs of the Times. Whether or not one interprets the 
prophetic Scriptures as pointing specially to the year 1934, 
every true Christian who longs for the Lord’s return 
will welcome this urgent call to be found faithful at His 
coming. 
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really is, and they indignantly repudiate-the “notion” 
of any necessity for a Sin-Bearer, a Substitute as Sav- 
iour, a Blood Atonement. Like Herod they speak 
honeyed words about the Son of God while :they are 
rejecting him and crucifying him afresh. »Let us never 
be deceived when unbelief asks about Christ “that. I 
may come and worship him also.” ‘ 


Yad 
Humble Monarchs 


Those kingdoms are fortunate whose kings are 
humble and who say, with the. Psalmist, “The king 
trusteth in the Lord.” There have been many such 
earthly kingdoms, from the days of David to the days 
of King George V. King nute of England gave 
his people a memorable lesson in humility. Most of 
us associate his natne with a futile command to the 
ocean tide to stay back, and we forget the circum- 
starices that called out that command. Canute had 
been disgusted by the extravagant flatteries of his 
courtiers, and he decided to teach them a lesson. So 
he had his throne placed on the seashore near the 
water’s edge, then he commanded the ocean not to rise 
or wet the edge of his robe. The waves came nearer 
until the skirts of his garments and his legs were 
bathed by the water. Turning to his courtiers King 
Canute said: “Confess ye now how frivolous and vain 
is the might of an earthly king compared to that great 
Power who rules the elements, and can say unto the 
ocean, ‘Thus far shalt thou go, and no farther.’” 
This humble king then immediately removed his crown, 
deposited it in the Cathedral of Winchester, and never 
wore it again. Queen Victoria, upon learning of the— 
“blessed hope” of the Lord’s return, is said to have 
exclaimed that she hoped she might. live until his re- 
turn so that she might take her crown and cast it at 
his feet. King George, her grandson, several years 
ago told of the promise he had made his mother to 
read the Bible every day, a promise he has kept. A 
remarkable article on this greatly loved king, for whom 
countless numbers throughout the world have been 
praying during his illness, recently appeared in The 
Christian Herald by the well known English journal- 
ist Philip Whitwell Wilson, formerly.a Member of 


’ Parliament, and the author of that challenging volume 


“The Christ We Forget.” Mr. Wilson writes: “The 
Bible is a great Book, not only for the poor and needy, 
but for the rich and powerful. If King George V has 
retained his joy in service, his smile, his tenderness 
to children, and, in a word, his character, it is be- 
cause day by day, the world around him was excluded 
from a realm within him over which there has reigned 
Another than he.” 


apply my heart unto wisdom,’ 
me to have understanding gam 
live, and to know what Lo 
what 1 o6ughtuto de’An eew 
“what manner of persons Gight we te ’ Pet. 
3:11.) What special work would he have us “do? 
Upon what line of work should we concentrate? Ought 
we not to focus sharply upon the all-important and 
essential lines, and cut out all secondary, unimportant, 
time-wasting, money-consuming work? 

I well remember many years ago, when a student 
in the Alliance Bible School “in New. York, hearing 
Dr. A. B. Simpson say:that the “times of the Gentiles” 
began from 606 B.:€. to 586:B..C., and that according 
to the inspired prophetic measuring rod of seven times 
360 years; or 2,520 years, these ‘‘times” would run 
out in the years 1914-to 1034: ‘That was more than 
thirty years~ago. . At that time these culminating 
dates seemed a long, long» way. ahead, and hardty 
worthy of our sérious consideration. -And yet here 
we are within a few years of the fulfillment of the 
last date, which indicates the final culmination of the 
“times of the Gentiles,” —1934. Surely it is great 
to be living, if indeed we are, in the closing days of 
this age. 

These dates, even if correctly understood, do not at 
all indicate the time of the Lord’s return. They do 
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not indicate the time when he will come in the air to 
catch up his people to himself; neither do they indi- 
cate the time of his return to the earth to set up his 
millennial kingdom. They are indicative of the time 
when Gentile supremacy over the Holy Land shall 
cease; the time when Jerusalem shall’ no more be 
“trodden down of the Gentiles”; the completion of 
that period of time known in Scripture as “the times 
of the Gentiles.” The Lord Jesus said, “Jerusalem 
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times 
of the Gentiles be fulfilled” (Luke 21: 24). 

The year 1914, the first of these culminating dates, 
was marked by the beginning of the Great European 
War, which resulted in the driving of the Turk out 
of Palestine and the liberating of the Jew from the 
oppressor, who had trodden down Jerusalem for many 
years. : ; 

What ‘will the next date, 1934, bring to pass? While 
the coming of the Lord is not definitely indicated by, 
these dates, yet surely the fulfillment of these things 
before our very eyes, and “on time” according to God’s 
great clock of the ages, cannot but make us realize 
that we are rapidly nearing the day of his glorious 
appearing. “ " , 

Concerning the time of his coming for his people, 
the Lord Jesus said, “But of that day and hour know- 
eth no man.” Therefore, whosoever presumes to tell 
the date of his return is foolish, and is distinctly 
speaking contrary to the word of the Lord Jesus. But, 
though this be so, yet we may well be aroused by the 
fact that we may be drawing very close to the end 
of the age, and with regard to the date of his coming 
we may say that the time is short, the Lord is at hand, 
yea, at the very door, Let us “watch and pray. Let 
us “go” give and work with more and more in- 
tensity until the end. ; 

Have we five years more in which to work for him? 
Perhaps so. Perhaps more, perhaps less; we do not 
know. But the point is here. If we have but a few more 
years of service ere the Lord shall come, how should 
we use the time? ‘How should this solemn reflection 
affect our future life and service? 

When he comes may we hear him say to us, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant.” But for what will 
he say, “Well done”? Will it not be because we have 
been. faithful to his last great commission? “Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature.” This was his last request and command. 
This is, in a word, his will for us in this dispensation. 
It is for the fulfillment of this that he is waiting. The 

- disciples asked, “What shall be the sign of thy (com- 
ing, and the end of the age?” He replied, “This 
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in aW the 
world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall 
the end come” (Matt. 24:3, 14). ; 

Recently, I read of a certain evangelical pastor of 
a fashionable city church who started a work among 
slum boys. He succeeded in getting a lot of them into 
the church parlors for meetings, and taught them the 
way of salvation. Unfortunately the boys soiled the 
parlor carpets and upholstery. The pastor was called 
before the church officers to give an account of the 
damage done. His defense was something like this: 
“Brethren, when called to give an account to my Mas- 
ter, what shall I say? — ‘Here, Lord, is the church 
with which thou-didst entrust me. It is in good shape. 
The church parlor carpets and chairs are as good as 
new, all nice and clean.” May he not say to me, 
‘Where are the souls which I sent you to win for me? 
Where are the boys?’” 

When he. comes, about what particularly will he 
ask us? About. the condition of our church? About 
eur principles .and policies. of missionary work? 
Whether: our church is self-supporting or not? About 
a revival? Perhaps so. . but I profoundly believe that 
the all-important inquiry that the Lord Jesus will make 
will be,- “What. about my last commission; my only 
commission to the Church, and to you? I. said, ‘Go 
into all the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature’ _ Have, you finished your task?” Every 
kindred, and tribe, and-pation, and tongue must know 
and sing the Song of t\e Lamb. 

If we have a limited time in which ‘to finish this 
work of reaching those who are still unreached, does 
it not make the matter all the more an urgent one, 
and does it not behoove us, as faithful servants who 
hope to hear him say to us “Well done” to. be dead in 
earnest for the fulfillment of his great commission? 
Even at the sacrifice of what we may consider good 
work, but which may be “wood, hay, stubble,” ought 
we not to concentrate and to seek out those parts of 
the earth where as yet no Gospel witness has been 
given? Should we not, if need be, lay aside other 
lines of activity, and swiftly carry the Message, the 
only Message that can save men, to those who have 
not yet had their first chance? , 

What 1034 may bring we do not know. Before that 
year dawns, we may be caught away unto him in the 
air, to be forever with the Lord. Brethren, the time 
is short. There is no time to waste. If we trifle away 
the golden opportunity, what regret and remorse we 
shall have when we see him. What anguish and de- 
spair that forever our chance is gone. Let us lay 

aside every cherished plan that is not his. Let us 
ae 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


give freely our stored up money to his work, that 
wings may be given to the glad Gospel message. Let 
us be ready to “go” if he says the word. Let us not 
miss our opportunity and reward. Let'us not waken 
up one day, when it is all too late, and say, “Oh, that 
I had only yielded all to him!” The saddest of all 
words is “It might have been.” 

Do you think he is coming tonight? This week? 
This month, or this year? You say, “I believe his 
coming is near, but I do not really. think he is coming 
back quite so soon,” Remember, “In such an hour as 
ye think not the Son of man cometh.” He may come 
sooner than any of us really expect. He will really 
come. It will.be a day like today, when we “think 
not,” that he will really come. ‘One day there will be 
a great shout’ from.the ‘skies, and the sound of a 
trumpet, and away we-shall go! Hallelujah! In the 
twinkling of an eye; quicker than, the thought, and 
we are gone! Eafth and service -are finished, and 
we are in his glorious, gracious presence, to give an 
account. For “we shall all appear before the judgment 


seat of Christ.” ° . ‘ 
I feel in my soul tonight that I “love his appearing,” 
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that I know something of longing for his coming, as 
a bride for her bridegroom. Nevertheless I believe 


it is good and wholesome to face the truth that “we 


must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,” 
with a godly fear lest we miss the “Well done.” 
Some will be saved “yet so as by fire.” The fire 
of his judgment will consume the works of some: . 
“wood, hay, stubble.” Some will hear him say, “Thou 
wicked servant.” May God help us to use the remain- , 
ing days, possibly years, ere he comes, .so that we 
shall “not be ashamed before him at his coming.” 
May I say a closing word? If I know my heart, 
its deepest desire for these last days of service here 
on earth is that I may know how to co-operate with 
him, knowing his wilf and plan for the-end of the 
age, for the world, and for his people, for the un- 
reached lands where he has not been named, and that 
I may know how to travail in prayer till Christ be 


‘bern in these lands where now only darkness reigns. 


Only a few days ago I was deeply impressed™ that 
some one must travail in prayer until Christ be born 
in Borneo. It is painful work, but it has true and 
worth while and eternal results. 





‘What Is the Unpardonable Sin? 


I have been puzzled for some time concerning 
Matthew 12:31, 32: ‘Wherefore I say unto you, 
All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven 
unto men* but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost 
shall not be forgiven unto men. And Whosoever 
speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be 
forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the 
Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in 
this world, neither in the world to come.” 

~ Just what is meant by the unpardonable sin? Can 
we commit this in our thought life? 

One day a number of years ago I was reading 
this passage and began to meditate on it. I looked up 
the word “blasphemy” and found .that it méant to 
curse or swear or to speak impiously, as of God. 
Then I began to wonder just in what. way one could 
do that. Then, clouds of ugly thoughts began to 
sweep across my mind about the Holy Spirit. I tried 
to keep them out but they’ persisted in coming. I 
prayed every time they came, and told myself and 
God that it wasn’t true. I became worried and dis- 
couraged, and I have been fighting those thoughts 
ever since. Sometimes they come thick and fast, and 
sometimes it is easier to check them than at others. 
I know they aren’t the truth, I don’t believe them, 
I don’t want them to come to my mind; but they 
come. Do other people have the same experience? 

I try to console myself sometimes by thinking that 
Christ said, “He is not willing that any should per- 
ish.” .But then I think, and I know, that there is a 
possibility of committing the unpardonable sin er the 
warning wouldn’t be in. the Bible. Oh! I hope I 
haven’t committed it. How can I know whether I 
have or not? 

I do not have the definite Christian experience I 
would like to have. ’t know whether I am 
saved or not. I don’t t<’;4 as much interest in re- 
ligious things as I wo id like to. But if only I 
could have the consolati,m of the hope of being saved. 

The Bible Yays that Jesus knows our thoughts. 
But can we help what thoughts come to our minds? 
Doesn’t Satax pyt¢ them there? Are we responsible 
as long as we f,ht them and don’t believe them ?— 
“Worried.” 


A sure evidente that this troubled inquirer has not 
committed the uspardonable sin of blasphemy against 
the Holy Spirit is the fact that she is troubled about 
it and longs to know that she is not guilty of that sin. 
Those who have committed the unpardonable sin have 
no such distrecc-wyer it. 

This blasphemy; which is beyond the power of Ged 
to pardon, is something very different from thoughts 
or even’ words against the ‘Holy Spirit. The two 
Scripture passages containing this awful warning ex- 
plain very clearly at~the«sin is. It is summarized 
at the conclusion & ,he parallel passage, with the same 
warning and reposting the same incident, in Mark 3: 
22-30. That passige concludes with the words: “Be- 
cause they said, He hath an -wiclean spirit.” 

The Lord Jesug Christ, who during his earthly min- 
istry lived and worked by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, had just cist a-devil, or demon, out of a blind 
and dumb demoniac. The Pharisees said of Christ and 
this miracle: i fellow doth not cast out devils, 
but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils.” Christ, 
answering them, said that he “cast out devils by the 
Spirit of God.” hen he uttered a solemn warning 
quoted in the letter from the inquirer; the* passage in 
Mark giving the same warning reads: “Verily I say 
unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of 
men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall 
blaspheme: but he that shall blaspheme against the 
Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger 
of eternal damnation: because they said, He hath an 
unclean spirit.” 


In other words, the blasphemy against the Holy 





Ghost, or the Holy Spirit, is that of identifying the 
Holy Spirit with Satan. The Lord says that anyone 
who cannot see any difference between the person and 
work of Satan, and the person.and work of the Holy 
Spirit, is beyond the saving power of God. Faith in 
Christ as the Son of God and the sinner’s Saviour is 
impossible to one who believes that Satan and the 
Holy Spirit are the same. 

Whoever believes that there is a difference between 
Satan. and. the Holy Ghost, and who believes that 
Jesus of Nazareth, the eternal Christ, the Son of God, 
did his mighty works in the power of the Holy Spirit 
and not by Satan’s power, has not committed the sin 
of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit, no matter what 
thoughts may have come into that one’s mind, no mat- 
ter what words may even have crossed that one’s lips. 
If there have been sinful thoughts or sinful words, let 
these be confessed in prayer to God, as sin from which 
one turns away in sorrow, and then let the inviolable 
Word of God be claimed: “If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to- forgive us our sis, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). 


_ Satan can.indeed put evil thoughts in our minds. They 


can come to us also in other ways, by suggestion from 
something we read, or see, or hear. But if we turn 
from those thoughts, and confess them to God as sin, 
he forgives and blots them out forever in the blood of 
rist. 

_ Does this troubled inquirer believe that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God? Does she believe that he died for 
her sins, and was raised again from the dead? Has 
she told God in prayer, or will she now tell him, that 
she accepts the Lord Jesus Christ as her Saviour, 
accepts his great sacrifice on the cross as her salva- 
tion, accepts the shedding of his blood in death, and 
his resurrection from the dead, as delivering her from 
the penalty and the power of her sins? Then she is 
saved. “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved” 
(Rom. 10: 9). “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
am him should not perish, but~have everlasting life” 
(John 3:16). “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that 
heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, 
hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condeth- 
es but is passed from death unto life” (John eS 
24). 

Then, in full assurance of her salvation because 
God’s Word cannot be broken, let her do what God 
asks every saved person to do. “I beseech you there- 
fore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your lies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable ‘unto 
God, which is your reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1). 
Having received God’s gift of his life, in Christ as 
His Son, God asks, for the gift of her life, presented 
to him.. This presenting of ourselves to , in full 
surrender to the mastery of our Lord Jesus Christ, is 
to be done in simple, quiet faith. Just as we handed 
a gift to a loved one at Christmas time, so we hand 
ourselves over to God as our gift to him. We are 
“acceptable” to him because of what his Son has done 
for us. God accepts the gift of our life. 

Then, Just as we have trusted in Christ as our 
Saviour, so we are to trust in him as the fullness of 
our life, moment by moment. . “As ye have therefore 
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him” 
(Col. 2:6). He will gloriously take care of our 
“Christian experience.” 


we 


Te look around is to be distressed; to look within is 


to be depressed; to look to Him is to be blessed —W. 
Hoste. 
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What Is Pentecost’s Message Today ? 


How shall we have ‘‘the baptism of the Spirit ais ’ 


and His mighty power ? 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
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early apostles is the heart’s desire of every ear- 

nest Christian.. To imitate the triumphant march 
of those first preachers of the Gospel is the goal of 
every faithful missionary society.. It is one of the 
clear -evidetices of the supernatural. character of the 
Christian faith that every. great advance in power and 
service of the Christian Church is marked by a return 
to the message and methods and power of the founders 
of the Church. Back to Pentecost is a rallying call. 

It is, therefore, something for which to give thanks 
that in our generation there has been increasing inter- 
est in teaching concerning the Holy Spirit and his 
work. Among individual Christians, in mission sta- 
tions, even in whole denominations there has been 
stirred a new interest in the possibilities of life and 
service through the power of the Holy Spirit who so 
mightily worked in New Testament days. 

Various movements that are called ‘“Pentecostal” 
have centered attention upon the teaching of the 
baptism of the Spirit, and upon supernatural signs 
in connection with “it, especially. the speaking with 
tongues. While separate denominations calling them- 
selves “Pentecostal,” or embodying the teachings 
usually associated with the word, are comparatively 
small, the influence of the teaching is touching an 
increasing circle of Christians of all denominations. 


What Are “Pentecostal” Teachings? 


The essential doctrine of most Pentecostal teachers 
may be stated thus: The Laptism of the Holy Spirit 
is a supernatural enduement for which each Christian 
should: seek,’ an experience subsequent to conversion, 
and quite distinct from the experience of being born 
of the Spirit when one accepts Christ as Saviour. 
Most Pentecostal teachers give, as the seal or evidence 
that this baptism has been received, the speaking in an 
unknown. tongue. Some refrain from saying that 
Scripture teaches this as a necessary sign, but hold 
that in every case of the “baptism” it does happen, 
which “is equivalent to’ making it necessary. Other 
Pentecostal leaders teach that the baptism may’ be 
evidenced by some other supernatural gift, such as the 
gift of healing--or the gift of prophecy. Usually a 
distinction is made between speaking in tongues as 
a “gift” of the Spirit, referred to in 1 Corinthians 
12, and ‘speaking in tongues as the “seal” of. the initial 
baptism. One may be baptized with the Spirit, speak- 
ing in an unknown tongue, and may not have the 
gift of speaking in tongues and may thereafter never 
speak in tongues. ’ t atine ‘ 

There are a number of other teachings not usually 
classed as “Pentecostal” which hold that the baptism 
of the Holy Spirit is an experience subsequeni to con- 
version, to be sought by every Christian, but that it 
is not evidenced by the speaking in tongues. Some 
teach that the baptism is for power in service, and 


T= HAVE the power and zeal and love of the 


the evidence of it is new power: in soul winning. 


Others teach that the baptism is for purity of heart, 
or holiness, and that the eviderice is some special 
inward “witness of the Spirit,” an emotional experi- 
ence of some sort, but not speaking in tongues. 

At no point is it more necessary to stick closely to 
the Word of God than in these matters where varying 
personal experiences are involved. We want to lose 
nothing of this earnest seeking for the fullness and 
power of the Holy ‘Spirit, and at the same time give 
Satan no advantage through wrong teaching. “It is 
no discounting of the reality and preciousness of 
Christian experience to insist that we must first go 
to the Word and study what is said there before any 
experience can be judged in the right light, or before 
any conclusion can be drawn from personal experience. 

Let us notice first the significant fact that the basis 
of most Pentecostal teaching is found in one book 
of the Bible, the book of Acts. 

There are four notable records in the Acts of the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

First is the initial outpouring at Pentecost, in the 
second chapter, in fulfillment of the word of the Lord 
that they should be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
“net many days hence.” “And when the day of Pen- 
tecost was now come, they were all with one accord 
in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven 
a sound as of the rushing of a mighty wind, and it 
filled all the house where they were sitting. And 
there appeared unto them tongues parting asunder, 
like as of fire; and it sat upon each one of them. And 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began 
to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance” (Acts 2: 1-4). 

_ Second is the record of Philip’s revival in Samaria, 
in the eighth chapter, when Peter and John came down 
from Jerusalem and “prayed for them, that they 





All true Christians, when speaking or writing. of 
the work of the Holy Spirit, are keenly conscious 
that they know: too little of the fullness of His 
great_power. The writer of this article humbly 
recognizes this, and believes it is of vital impor- 
tance that. we should all recognize that God is 
eager to show us, and the Church of Christ in 
general, far more than we have dared to expect 
from the Spirit’s working. Let us keep this in 
ind as we read this searching study of New 
Testament teachings. 








might receive the Holy Spirit: for as yet it was fallen 
upon none of them: only they had been baptized into 
the name of the Lord Jesus. Then laid they their 
hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit” 
(Acts 8: 15-17). : 
The third occasion is in the house of Cornelius, 
in chapter ten, when Peter was preaching Christ 
Jesus, — words whereby they should be saved (Acts 
11:14). “While Peter yet spake these words, the 
Holy Spirit fell on ali them that heard the word. And 
they of the circumcision that believed were amazed, 
as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gen- 
tiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify 
God. Then answered Peter, Can any man forbid the 
water, that these should not be baptized, who have 


- received the Holy Spirit as well as we?” (Acts 10: 


44-47.) oe ; 
The fourth occasion is in chapter nineteen, when 
Paul came to Ephesus and found the dozen disciples 
who must have appeared to him as lacking in some re- 
spect. In any case, he asked them, “Did ye receive 
the Holy Spirit when ye believed?” (Acts 19:2, 
R. V.) They had been baptized into’ John’s baptism, 
repenting of their sins and believing in Jesus the Mes- 
siah who was to come, ard they did not know about 
the Holy Spirit. ‘When they Heard Paul’s*explanation 
of the difference between John’s preliminary baptism 
and the baptism into Christ, then “they were baptized 
into the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul 
had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came 
on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied” 
(Acts 19: 5-7). 
An Infallible Interpretation of the Gospels 

From. these passages the Pentecostal teachers gather 
that the experience of the baptism is something addi- 
tional to, and subsequent to, conversion and the new 
birth. The apostles at Pentecost were saved men. 


’ The believers at Samaria had accepted Christ and had 


been baptized into his name, and it is distinctly stated 
that they had not yet received the Holy Spirit. In 
the case of Cornelius some would say that he was a 
saved man before this baptism of the Spirit, and in 
any case that this was a special illustration of the 
baptism of the Spirit immediately following their ac- 
ceptance of Christ as preached by Peter: Of the 
twelve at Ephesus Paul asks the direct question 
whether they had received the Holy Spirit when they 
believed; so they also were treated as believers. 

It is also gathered from these passages that some 
supernatural sign must always accompany the baptism 
as evidence that the work hasbeen done. On each 
occasion it is noted that they spoke with tongues, 
except at Samaria. Here it is surmised that there 
was some sort of visible, supernatural result which 
was the thing that led Simon to want this power of 
laying his hands on others that they might receive 
the gift. 

These conclusions of the Pentecostal teachers at 
first glance seem reasonable. But they are based on 
@ very serious mistake in the principle of interpreta- 
tion that is applied. Practically all Pentecostal 
teachers are loyal to the Bible as the inspired Word 


.of God. But at one important point they use the same 


method of interpreting the Word as is used by some 
who reject its authority. 

Many who call themselves “liberals” in theology 
say that the center of their teaching is Christ Jesus 
himself. They want to get back of the theology of 
Paul to the Jesus of the Gospels. They like to con- 
trast “the religion of Jesus” with “Christianity,” or 
with the creeds of the churches, or with the theology 
of Paul. This view is based on a definite theory of 
handling the Scriptures. They regard the four Gos- 
pels (or so much of them as “the modern mind” can 
accept as reasonable) as giving the picture of Jesus, 
who is for them the heart of Christianity. In doing 
this they forget two great facts. 

The first fact is that the four Gospels form an in- 


complete stage of revelation. When we study -Sun- 
day-school lessons on the meaning of salvation, - for 
instance, and take our material from. one of the Gos- 
pels, we need carefully to consider that the story of 
salvation cannot be completely told or understood till 
after the death and resurrection of Christ Jesus. The 
germ of all Christian teaching is in the Gospels, but 
it is an uncompleted: story, and is not to be used as 
the final or complete word apart from its relation to 
the later revelation. 

The second great fact is that we need to have the 
four Gospels interpreted. What is the meaning of 
the facts there recorded of Christ? These teachers ° 
say that Paul gives his interpretation of these facts, 
and that thus we have a Pauline theology added to 
the Gospel of Christ. Now the teaching of the Church 
has always been that the New Testament Epistles 
do not give us Paul’s interpretation, but the interpre- 
tation of the ascended Lord himself. Pauline the- 
ology is not something added to the Gospel, but is a 
necessary part of the Gospel. In other words, we 
have in the Epistles an infallible interpretation of the 
teachings and facts in the four Gospels. The “liberal” 
has not gone “back to Christ” when he abandons Paul ; 
he has put his own interpretation of Christ and His 
death in place of God’s revelation concerning Him. 

Now what these liberal teachers have done with 
the four Gospels the Pentecostal teachers are doing 
with the book of Acts and the facts found there. 
Not that they are denying God’s Word as the others 
do; but, from an entirely different motive, they are fol- 
lowing the same mistaken principle of interpretation. 


The Epistles on the Baptism of the Spirit 


The book of Acts is an incomplete stage of reve- 
lation, just as the four Gospels are. It is the record 
of the establishing of the Church of Christ, and the 
establishing of its doctrine,—the opening of the new 
dispensation of the Holy Spirit. It is not, as certain 
modern teachers teach, the record of how the early 
disciples gave shape to their warm love for Christ, 
and their ideas of his Gospel; it is the record of the 
continued activity of the Lord Jesus Christ, now as- 
cended and glorified, as he, not they, gave shape to 
his Church and its doctring, There was a tremendous 
revolution needed to establish a Church so utterly 
different from anything the world had ever known, 
and a doctrine of salvation by grace so in contrast 
with what the Judaism of the day was ready to 
accept. 

It goes without saying that in every line of the 
Acts there is teaching and inspiration for the Chris- 
tian today. But it should also go without saying that 
the experiences of these early apostles in founding the 
church are not necessarily models for Christians today, 
any more than the command of tne Lord to his apos- 
tles in the Gospels to preach only to Israel, not to 
the Gentiles, is a command to be followed by mis- 
sionaries today. e 

Pentecostal teachers have not only used Acts as 
though the experiences recorded of the early Church 
were models that must be authoritative for us, but 
they have made themselves the interpreters of those 
experiences.’ The facts of the Gospels, including the 
death and resurrection of our Lord, had to be inter- 
preted by the ‘Holy Spirit through the apostles, espe- 
cially through Paul, the chosen vessel to teach salva- 
tion by grace. In exactly that way, the work of the 
Holy Spirit recorded in the Acts had to have an 
infallible interpretation. As the Epistles teach us what 
we are to believe concerning the life and death and 
resurrection of Christ, all of which are subjects of 
the four Gospels, so the Epistles must tell us what we 
are to believe concerning the work of the Holy Spirit, 
promised in the Gospels and recorded in the Acts. 

When we go to the Epistles and ask for their 
teaching, we are met by the startling, and to Pente- 
costal teachers the disconcerting fact, that the baptism 
of the Spirit is mentioned directly just once in all 
the Epistles: “For in one Spirit were we all baptized 
into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond 
or free, and were all made to drink of one Spirit” (1 
Cor. 12:13). And in this passage the plain teaching 
seems to be that every Christian has been thus baptized, 
thus cutting across the central idea of the Pentecostal 
teaching of today. 

To readgythe books of Pentecostal writers, one would 
gather that the supreme need of Christians is to seek 
the baptism of the Spirit. And if their doctrine were 
right, that indeed would be the supreme need. But 
what shall we say of the’ Mey Testament Epistles, 
which contain not so much as @ single exhortation 
to Christians to seek the baptism of the Spirit? 

Pentecostal teachers answer by saying that all the 

(Concluded on page 22) 
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tion of Madagascar is described in World Do- 

minion by the Rev. Kendall Gale of the London 
Society. The life of the mission had become torpid. “In 
our district were twenty thousand ‘adherents’ and less 
than two thousand church members” and beyond this 
crust of nominal Christianity was the great mass of 
heathen. It was determined to organize a hut-to-hut 
visitation. All pastors and teachers together with two 
or three leaders from each of the thirty-four churches 
were to go forth in a body visiting every place. The 
natives were astonished to see a hundred ’or more 
strangers entering their village at one time. Bible 
reading and prayer in every house and personal con- 
versation with every individual not already an avowed 
Christian was the program. The French government, 
alarmed at this unusual step, held the movement up 
for some time, although finally permitting it to pro- 
ceed. What have been the results? 
' In the Isoavina district 3,177 persons have either 
been received into church fellowship or are in instruc- 
‘tion classes, on probation for membership. Other dis- 
tricts report similarly egcouraging results. In the 
dark Anativolo tribe there have been already 544 
baptisms; in another part of the Anjozorobe district 
781 have made a definité surrender to Christ; in a 
region northwest of this 464 have been brought into 
the seven churches of the synod; at the Ambohiman- 
jaka church 223. “Last Monday week,” writes Mr. 
Gale, “a pastor made a journey of twenty-five miles 
to beseech us to go out to Mahatsara—that patheti- 
cally dark region, its inhabitants until recently cattle 
thieves to a man, —to give counsel and instruction to 
the 160 who had just been won to his church.” 

Most remarkable of all has been the experience of 
the Tsarasaotra church, —a flickering, feeble light in 
a group of villages as loathesome as any in heathen- 
dom. When Mr. Gale visited this church some eight 
years ago so indifferent were the people that not a 
soul came to hear him, and this in spite of repeated 
personal invitations. The visitation has renewed the 
life of this hopeless church, bringing to it an addition 
of over four hundred applicants for membership whq 
are now under instruction. 

In this way and in answer to earnest prayer there 
have been at least four thousand brought into the 
churches of the Anjozorobe district, and the most 
novel fact is that the work has been done by native 
Christians themselves, 


The organ of the Student Volunteer Movement 
has, in its January number, an article entitled, “The 
New Idea in Missions.” The idea, if new to. the 
writer, could not otherwise be called new. It is 
expressed in the following familiar terms. “The ideal 
of the man who wants to see the Kingdom of Christ 
advance is not primarily theological but social.. He 
is not out on a Paul Revere ride through the universe, 
simply announcing the Gospel. and then moving on 
with the assumption that his duty has been discharged 
whether ‘the heathen’ see fit to adopt it or not. He 
is seeking the development of a kind of social relation 
which will make possible human life at its best.” 

When these friends have spent some decades in the 
task of developing better social relations they will 
be sadder men with the wisdom that comes from expe- 
rience. The best thought of the time recognizes that 
the world is marching to judgment, not to Utopia, 
and herein it has the corroboration of Scripture. Paul 
Revere evangelism is Paul of Tarsus evangelism. It 
is not so fruitless a thing as we are asked to think 
by Student Volunteer Headquarters. Mr. Alexander 
Patterson, for example, writes from West Africa of 
pioneer evangelistic journeyings. 

“We have to leave them [the heathen] and the good 
seed to the Holy Spirit and trust that he will en- 
lighten dark minds. It has been a surprise to many of 
us how in later years we have met strong Christians 
and know that they have belonged to parts of the 
country where only a flying visit by a missionary has 
been made in the course of several years. We have 
learned that the message, so weakly given, has been 
watered and cared for by the Master Gardener himself.” 

And again the Rev. John A. Eakin gives this testi- 
mony from Siam: 

_ “I was trudging along a trail in Southern Siam far 
in advance of the ox-cart that carried my grovisions 
when I suddenly came upon three Siamese women 
chatting by the wayside. Stopping, I learned that they 
had never heard of Christ. So I told them that I had 
been sent by the Lord of Heaven and earth to explain 
to them the way of salvation, comparing it to the 
railway that the King of Siam was even then pre- 
paring so that they might have ready access to the 
nation’s capital. I told them of the cross and redemp- 


A REMARKABLE movement for the evangeliza- 


tion and pressed on them the opportunity of salvation. 
All three declared their willingness to accept this 
salvation. 

‘Meanwhile the ox-cart had come up and passed 
on. There was but time to take their names and give 
each a Gospel of Luke, which they promised to have 
a friend read to them. After a word of prayer I fol- 
lowed the cart. : 

“Years passed before I met those women again. No 
human teacher had in the meanwhile visited them. 
But they received me joyfully and told how they had 
held on to their faith, The work of the Holy Spirit 
through the Gospel in their hearts was so manifest 
that they were all baptized and their after life proved 
the sincerity of their profession.” 


R. Simon, an experienced missionary among the 
Moslems in Sumatra, has another opinion regarding 
the.task of missions, especially among Mohammedans. 
“We are to give the Moslem Christ, not a Christ who 
is to shape a new social order, not a Weltverbesserer, 
not a splendid reformer. If the foreign mission of 
our day slips into this wrong course then, in the face 
of a religious force such as Islam, it is not only power- 
less but has lost the battle before it is begun. Woe to 
the evangelical mission of our day if it yields to the 
pressure of present-day tendencies and makes of the Re- 
deemer of the world a reformer of the world! Woe 
to it if it displaces from the central point of its teach- 
ing the crucified and risen Christ! Woe if we do not 
bring to the world of Islam the only enlightenment 
which we can give it,—that regarding its sins and 
their forgiveness! Woe if we enlarge its culture 
possessions, enrich its knowledge but, in cowardice, 
withhold from it the fullness of God’s grace in Christ 
and the message of the renewing power of his Spirit! 
A renewed world, yes, but one not born of this poor 
world and this poor humanity but one that comes from 
eternity, fed on the streams of the eternal and perfected 
by the Eternal One alone. Nor will we make any 
progress by discussion concerning the absoluteness 
of the Christian religion as if the message of Jesus 
was to be classed with the teaching of other religious 
founders. All search after analogy and contacts and 
parallels, all anxious avoidance of offense in our 





Persecution in Guatemala 





Dr. H. A. Becker of the Central America 
Mission writes that the Indians of Yepocapa 
are interested in the Gospel but afraid of 
their own people and not the least of their 
leading men, Confession of faith endangers 
their lives. Often it has happened that In- 
dians have been found in the street choked 
to death by means of the girdle that they 
wear. This fate is threatened them if they 
accept the Gospel. A faithful believer dur- 
ing last Holy Week offered a tract to a passer- 
by near San Pedro. In return he was struck 
in the face with a machete, or large knife, 
then slashed about the body and thrown over’ 
a bank into some brush. So do they cele- 
brate Holy Week in Guatemala. 











preaching will help us not at all. Our witness must 
be to the Christ of the Bible, unchanged and unabbre- 
viated, whether this witness fits into the dominating 


currents of thought or not, wholly indifferent whether. 


tuis witness conquers this world or whether we must 
suffer for its pronouncement and succumb in the strife 
of opinion. Our. task is to see that the message of the 
crucified and risen Christ in the world of Islam is not 
lost among -the noisy theories of present-day civiliza- 
tion, but made manifest with all power and regardless 
of all else.” 


Pagan Africa Is Not Behind Islam in Cruelty.— 
Miss Elms of Iyi Enu, Nigeria, tells the story of 
Mo-ozi, a clever musician much in demand at heathen 
feasts and dances, and in this way well informed of 
the secrets of juju worship. A poisoned hand brought 
him to the mission dispensary where he learned of 
Christ, became a Bible reader, and renounced the dark 
ways of heathenism. The juju priests were bitterty 
angry, fearing that he would divulge their secrets, 
and spirited him away. After some months he reap- 
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peared, but with the mind of a child or even worse, 
wholly incapable of consecutive thought or speech. It 
was clear that theterrible punishment of the juju 
priest had fallen upon him. By some means his mind 
had been cleared of all past events, and there was no 
longer danger that he would give away juju secrets. 
There are martyrs who are slain for the testimony of 
Jesus. There are also living martyrs. 


The Foreign Missions of Bolshevism.—The Bol- 
shevist raid of 1927 on China was but an incident in 
a far-reaching plan of action in Asia, Africa, and the 
islands. Soviet Russia has established a Scientific 
Association for the Study of the Orient, which func- 
tions at public expense and was led, until his recent 
death, by a Jewish Bolshevist, Veltmann-Pavlovitch. 
Its organ, The New Orient, is dedicated to Oriental 
revolution. Eighteen volumes have already appeared. 
Its table of contents begins with Arabia, Afghanistan, 
Abyssinia, and goes through every known section of 
the Orient and Africa and deals with every manner 
of problem relating to these lands. Here are sample 
subjects: The national revolutionary party of Tunis; 
the evolution of Hindu national congresses; Japanese 
imperialism in Korea; Mongolia and Japanese im- 
perialism; the past and present of Soviet Armenia; 
the mineral riches of Afghanistan; the Union of the 
Pacific Ocean at Honolulu; Greek imperialism during 
the late war, and the like. 

But in addition Soviet Russia has a. whole chain 
of faculties for the study of colonial and Oriental 


lands in order to prepare men for Bolshevist action - 


in these countries. There are, for example, The In- 
stitute of Leningrad for the Study of Living Eastern 
Languages, the Oriental Pedagogical Institute at 
Kasan, the Oriental Section of the Voks, the Oriental 
University of Moscow, the Oriental Section of the 
Academy of the Red Army, the University of Sama- 
rand. Also a series of Oriental faculties at Kasan, 
Perm, Tomsk, Simferopol, in the Caucasus, and in 
Turkestan. Further, there are the Higher Military 
School at Turkestan, the Oriental Institute of Higher 
Normal Schools at Baku, and the University of Sun 
Yat Sen in Moscow. 

These numerous institutions have in the past few 
years turned out thousands of trained revolutionists, 
missionaries of Bolshevism. The Moscow paper 
Pravda in its number for May 30, 1927, announced the 
graduation of “a new detachment of fighting revolu- 
tionists for the East.” It stated that this class of 
seventy students had finished their studies and that 
the university itself furnished instruction to representa- 
tives of seventy-four nationalities! This is the Com- 
munist University for Eastern Workers. 

The Institute in Leningrad has Japanese, Chinese, 
Mongolo-Tibetan, and Hindu sections, —the last with 
Bengali, Tamil, and-Urdu sub-sections. The Turkes- 
tani section has the following sub-sections: Uzbek, 
Cossack, Khirgiz, Tadjik, Persian, Arab, Turkish, and 
Georgeo-Armenian. The course of: instruction lasts 
three years. 

Finally should be mentioned the training classes of 
Profintern, the international Red syndicalist organiza- 
tion. This, too, prepares Oriental Red agitators and 
publishes Red literature for the East. On the twenty- 
fifth of last June the graduating exercises of fifty 
Oriental agitators was held in Vladivostock before 
an audience of two thousand: workmen. 

All this amounts to a standing menace to Christian 
missions in the East. These ‘will be the first objective 
of Bolshevist hate. If Christian missions concentrate 
and harden in educational institutions they will be 
easily rooted out; if they engage in a transforming 
evangelism of the masses of people and avoid institu- 
tionalism they will be less seriously endangered. 


A Call for Volunteers.—New times bring new 
conditions : new conditions incite to new methods. The 
world has drawn together: points once remote are 


easily reached; people are constantly settling in other 


lands for business, residence, or recreation. .Mr. 
Roland Allen urges men of strong missionary convic- 
tion, while abiding in their calling when possible, .to 
go deliberately into other countries as officials, and 
farmers, and-traders. This with the conviction that all 
the work they do is missionary work rather than that 
missionary work is preaching and teaching only. This 
non-professional missionary work would be essentially 
to live one’s daily life in Christ and to be able to 
explain. to men the divine power back of that life. 
“The world needs such exemplified Christianity,” he 
continues. “Everybody,— Christian and pagan alike,— 
respects it and inquires into the source of a life which 
they instinctively admire and covet for themselves.” 
Certainly some of the best missionary work of our 
day is being done after this fashion. One thinks, for 
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example, of Mr. Voreis’ Omi Mission, of Mr. Mathe- 
son’s jinrikisha mission in Shanghai. A Mexican 
missionary recently told the writer of the remarkable 
work of an English engineer and his family at Ori- 
zaba, Mexico, — a Plymouth brother by denomination. 
A Christian business man in Argentina is the leader 
of.a movement for. the emigration of business men for 
service of this type. _ Council in London has been 
formed. Correspondents are being mobilized in the 
principal centers of the world. Christians living abroad 
are invited to send in news of suitable openings for 
men and women. Foreign Chambers of Commerce are 
also being asked to supply lists of firms with business 
connections in various foreign countries. On_ the 
other hand, men and women are being sought out at 
home and urged to consider the matter. In 1926 
_ the Council stated that‘a hundred applications had 
passed through their hands. Twelve posts have been 
filled in Argentina, Kenya, India, and elsewhere. The 
advertisements reveal opportunities in Italy, Crete, 
Penang, and other places. 

The idea will bear transplanting to the United 
States especially in view of the ever-expanding Amer- 
ican commercial interests in Latin America, the Philip- 
pines, and the world over. Christian firms could well 
take it into consideration in the appointment of their 
agents. Especially would we commend it to our Negro 
fellow Christians for Christian colonization of Amer- 
ican blacks in Africa and Hayti would open wonderful 
possibilities. And what might not be done if men 
and women of independent means could more largely 
be induced to work as mission volunteers abroad, — if 
that could be written of them which William Crashaw 
wrote of Alexander Whitaker when in 1611 the lat- 
ter went to Virginia to engage in mission work, — 

“I hereby let all men know that a scholar, a grad- 
uate, a teacher, well-borne and friended in England; 
not in debt nor disgrace; without any persuasion (but 
God’s and his own heart) did voluntarily leave his 
warme nest, and to the wonder of his kinsmen and 
amazement of them that knew him undertooke this 

‘hard but heroicall resolution to go to Virginia and 
helpe to beare the name of God unto the Gentiles.” 


The French Integralisti who are hard at work on 
the history of the Jesuit order have published a 
document which is especially interesting as showing 
how. the Jesuits did just -what some Modernist 
missionaries are trying to do in heathendom today, 
namely, adapt their teaching to heathen traditions 
and susceptibilities. This is A. Thomas’ History 
of tthe Peking Mission. “They made Christianity 
pass as a fulfillment of the excellent religion of 
the Chinese, even claiming that it was in its essen- 
tials the same as the ancient Chinese religion. 
They would not refuse the title of saint to Con- 
_fucius and permitted the usual cult forms. Their 
pupils in Jesuit schools were allowed to bow be- 
fore the tablets of Confucius placed on the school 
walls, although on these tablets were written the 
words ‘The spirit of the holy master Confucius dwells 
in this tablet.’ Even in their churches tablets of the 
emperors were hung up and incense offered before 
them. They also suppressed the use of the sign of 
the cross. When the Pope sent legates to China to 
correct these actions the Jesuits had them imprisoned 
for years and whipped. +The story of these persecu- 
tions from the mouths of the sufferers is very im- 
pressive.” 


Histoire Jesuite, Histoire Vraie (“Jesuit history, 
true history”) deals with the manipulations that 
Jesuit historians have made with historical truth. In 
Rohrbacher’s History of the Church the author had 
defended the Jesuits in this matter of Chinese mis- 
sions. Later, however, on the basis of official docu- 
ments he changed his position. As a consequence of 
Jesuit boycott the publisher was obliged to surrender 
the book to the Jesuits for revision. Jesuit tyranny 
_over publishers and the géneral commerce in books 
is then described. They have it in their power to 
advertise a book or to crush it with boycott, silence, 
_ or-denigration. A publisher is quoted as saying that 
it would be safer to accept and publish a manuscript 
against the government than against the Jesuits. 
If a great publishing house wishes to prosper it 
must come to terms first with the Jesuits. They 
are the patrons of the gréat theological dictionaries 
of modern France, for example the Dictionnaire de 
Théologie Catholique and the Dictionnaire d’Apolo- 
gique. ‘They insist as price of their collaboration that 
the articles written on subjects touching their order 
> given over exclusively to members of the Societas 
esu. 


Reformation movements among the Poles are 
described in the current number of the Protestantische 
Rundschau. The National Church in Poland which 
has broken away from Rome has now fifteen parishes 
and a hundred thousand adherents. Its growth is 
above all due to the help and encouragement that 
the National Polish Church in the United States is 
giving it. Bishop Hodur of Scranton reports that 
the situation in Poland is extremely favorable for 
reformation movements. At the last national con- 


ference of the American Poles which took place in 
Brooklyn there were thirty-nine priests*and forty- 
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three lay-delegates present. New reformed Catholic 
parishes amiong the Poles are reported in Hazelton, 
Pa., Minersville, Pa., Frackvilie;~ Pa. Allentown, 
Pa., Bethlehem, Pa., Kingstown, Pa. Throop, Pa., 
Madison, Ill, Beaver, Pa., Youngstown, Ohio, Stand- 
ish, Mich., and Cudihy, Wis. 

The first synod of the church was held in Warsaw 
last June, there being two hundred and fifty persons 
present, among them two bishops and three laymen 
from America. It is significant that the Lutheran and 
Methodist churches in Poland were also represented 
as, of course, the Mariavites. Father Grochowski of 
Chicago was chosen bishop of Poland. Plans were 
made for the establishment of a theological seminary 
and the statement was issued that the National Church 
of Poland wished to live on good terms with all 
Christians who based their teaching on the Gospel. 
All members of the church are equal, the women hav- 
ing church franchise: Bishop Prochniewski of the 
Mariavite church spoke at the last session and de- 
clared that the Mariavite churches and pulpits were 
always at the disposal of the National Church. 

If these two Polish Reformed Catholic churches 
unite it will mean an important secession from Rome, 
for the Mariavites number 100,000 with 4 bishops, 30 
priests, 500 sisters, and 200 lay-brothers. Thev possess 
68 parishes, 7 convents, 80 parish schools, 12 orphan- 
ages, and 60 workshops for children, an old people’s 
home in every parish, and a great number of agricul- 
tural and industrial enterprises which support the 
clergy, the sisters, the charities, and schools. The 
clergy have no fixed salaries. The tremendous institu- 
tional developments of this reformed Catholic church 





Growing Missions in Africa 





From all parts of Africa come encouraging 
news of the growth of the Christian church, 
—notably from Nigeria, the Camerouns, the 
Ivory Coast. Nyassaland, the Congo, U ganda, 
Kavirondo, Kenya, and Angola. The Leip- 
zig Mission has stations in the African Alps 
near Mt. Kilimandjaro.. In 1927 1,400 
heathen wese baptized and there are at pre- 
sent 3,000 under instruction. Though the 
Christian membership is 13,000 the average 
attendance at church services is 15,000. 
There are 11,000 children in the 126 mission 
schools with 220 native teachers. The Eng- 
lish Baptist Mission on the Congo has 36,- 
928 church members and 28,791 pupils in 
its 1,022 schools. Its 14 hospitals are 
manned by 5 physicians, 7 trained nurses, and 
63 native assistants. These hospitals treated 
250,466 natives last year and performed 
1,039 surgical operations! 











are evidence of its great vitality. In renouncing Rome 
they also have renounced spirits and tobacco. They 
are evangelical, but with certain erratic interoreta- 
tions. Thus Archbishop Kowalski, the leader of this 
sect, identifies the defeat of the Beast and the fall 
of Babylon with the overthrow of Papal Rome. 
In Poland, he sees the land where the marriage sup- 
per of the Lamb is to take place! Polish prophets 
describe Poland as the salvation of the nations and 
the Messianic visions of these prophets, together with 
the divine revelations made to Mother Koz!owska, 
complete in his mind the mystical teachings of the 
Book of Revelation. 


Canada and the Drink Question.—We have lately 
heard much of government control of the liquor traf- 
fic in Canada. It is offered as a satisfactory “solu- 
tion” of the eternal problem. Mr. Spence in his pam- 
phlet “Liquor Control in Canada” (Canada Prohibi- 
tion Bureau, Toronto; 25 cents) rips the cloth off this 
new imposture and the sawdust pours out s@ completely 
as to leave little but a limp rag. 

A Royal Commission set to investigate abuses has 
discovered enormous dodging of taxes on the part of 
the brewers; systematic corruption of custom, rail- 
way, and police officials; switehion and camouflaging 
of cars of beer in order to pass them into the United 
States; theft of American and Canadian custom seals; 
falsification of records, violation of restrictive regula- 
tions, payments by brewers to political campaign funds 
and for lobbyists in Ottawa as well as to fake election 
machines such as the Moderation League. 

In the Province of Quebec under this system the 
number of places selling liquor has increased steadily 
from 1,861 in 1922 to 2,973 in 1927. One would think 
that this would satisfy the drinking public. But no! 
There has been a parallel increase in illegal sale. The 
number of complaints for bootlegging has jumped from 
2,920 in 1922 to 8,136 in 1927! In British Columbia 
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it is the same story. The Vancouver Sun (Oct, 1927) 
says, “Vancouver at the present time is a bootlegger’s 
heaven. There are ten times as many bootleggers 
in this city as lawyers, clergymen, doctors, or engi- 
neers. 

If the Eighteenth Amendment ever goes under it 
will be because the Americah public does not know the 
facts about drink, and especially about the drink in- 
terest. And it does not know the facts because there 
is no adequate literature. So far as the writer knows 
the Anti-Saloon League in all its existence has never 
produced a book of impertance. It seems unconscious 
of the dynamic power of well written literature. Yet 
what material its long struggle with the. brewers must 
have produced! Where is-the man to put this material 
into book form? 

The Japanese Napoleon, Hidyoshi, once said, “After 
a great victory one should tighten one’s helmet straps.” 
We commend this saying to the Anti-Saloon League 
now that November 6 has given us a prohibition Presi- 
dent. An intensive campaign of enlightenment should 
not only be announced but initiated and carried 
through. And the best arclights for this purpose are 
cogent and well written books published at cost. Mr. 
Spence’s book is a good starter. 


The Rhenish Missionary Society, the greatest in 
Germany, célebrates this year the centenary of its 
foundation. Its beginnings ran back somewhat earlier, 
— in the meeting of three humble men at the house of 
a leather merchant of Elberfeld to establish an auxil- 
iary to various English and Dttch missions, which 
auxiliary was later merged into the Rhenish society. 
The new organization found its support among the 
pietists but was bitterly opposed by what we would 
today call “liberals.” These -folk called the mission- 
aries “condottiere [“hired troopers”] of superstition,” 
“religious bandits,” and similar kindly names. In the 
region about Giessen the authorities at the instance of 
one clergyman issued a nc:ice to “tavernkeeper Geng- 
nagel” that if “he tolerated further missionary meet- 
ings in his house he would be fined one gulden and 
thirty kreutzer. Further offense would be punished 
with increased fines.” In another village of this neigh- 
borhood it was announced from the pulpit: “The 
mayor must see to it that no missionary tracts be dis- 
tributed. Should such be discovered they are to be 
confiscated and the distributor arrested and sent to 
Giessen.” 

The first leader of the society had the right con- 
ception of missionary policy. “He sought to start the 
fire of the Gospel in as many piaces as possible.” 
Rhenish missionaries were sent to the slaves of the 
Cape Colony, to the Nama Hottentots, to the black 
Hereros of Southwest Africa, to the Bergdamra, to 
the Dyaks of Borneo, and to China. Its expansion 
has been steady through the century. 


“Cleanse the lepers . . . freely ye have received, 
freely give’? (Matt. 10:8). More than a million 
American women rolled bandages and made surgical 
dressings during the war. The war is over, but lep- 
rosy is not, although the American Mission to the 


Lepers is bending every effort to secure the co-opera- . 


tion of governments, scientists, and men of good will 
to put an end to the scourge. Meanwhile the needs 
of destitute lepers in homes in twenty countries must 
not be forgotten. 

To stand by a doctor’s side and watch the number 
of dressings required for even one patient makes one 
wonder how a missionary, twelve thousand. miles from 
“Johnson and Johnson” and with insufficient funds to 
buy bandages, gets on. Yet they manage. They ease 
the. suffering of incurables, help the curable to health, 
and guard the children of lepers who are yet un- 
touched. 

American women who are leaders in so many good 
causes will surely help. Strong bandage material 
for outer dressings can be washed and used again and 
again. Any firm cotton or linen cloth is suitable. Old 
sheets or table linen cut into two inch strips, rolled, 
and fastened with a safety pin are of great value, and 
the pin itself can also be used. Any wishing to co- 
operate may receive directions and the address of a 
missionary by writing to Mr. W. M. Danner, Secre- 
tary of the American Mission to Lepers, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York. 


Brief Notes from Abroad.—‘The Green Crescent” 
is an anti-alcohol society that has just been organized 
in Constantinople. Its organ Vakti calls for absolute 
prohibition after the American model. 

The Songdo Higher Common School of the Pres- 
byterian Mission, Songdo, Korea, advertises Korea 
Mission Cloth and Hose. “Korea Mission Cloth never 
fades, never shrinks, and seldom wears: out. 
now be had in 150 patterns in many beautiful colors, 
A copy of the booklet ‘The What, Why, and How of 
Korea Mission Products’ sent on application. Agents 
wanted in every community.” 

The Papuans in the church at Kwato, New 
Guinea, are showing their interest in world-wide mis- 
sions. A _ recent collection allocated about- $300. to 
work abroad, including the New York Mission to the 
Jews and the London Mission to the Jews, the South 
Africa General Mission, and the China Inland Mission. 

PREDERIKS-Havn, DENMARK. 
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What Is Pentecost’s Message Today ? 
(Concluded from page 19) 


Christians of that day were baptized with the Spirit, 
and did not need to be exhorted to seek it, 

There are two facts that should safeguard Chris- 
tians from making such a suggestion as this in sup- 
port of any doctrine, The first is that the New Teg- 
tament teaching for the early Church is given by the 
Holy Spirit in such a way that all the truth needed 

‘for the Church through its whole history is included. 
The suggestion is that every member of the apostolic 
Church was baptized by the Holy Spirit, while in the 
ages that followed practically none of. the members 
of the Christian church were so baptized, and today 
few indeed have had the experience. If the Church of 
New Testament days was so different at this vital 
point, how could the Holy Spirit give the needed 
teaching so as to make the New Testament his Word 
for the Church in every age? It is inconceivable that 
God should leave not a fine of instruction upon the 
most important and essential truth needed by Chris- 
tians today; for if the Pentecostal teaching regard- 
ing seeking the “baptism” is true, then it is the most 

_ vital teaching to be urged upon Christians, as salva- 
tion is the most vital truth for the unbeHevers. 

The second weakness of this suggestion that all 
in the apostolic Church had received the “baptism,” 
must be seen in the fact that these churches were 
filled with carnal and powerless members, Christians 
who were as spiritually needy as Christians today. 
The letters are full of earnest and often heart- 
broken exhortations to have them get right with God. 
They certainly needed to seek something they did not 
have. If they all had the “baptism,” we must conclude 
that this experience is one that leaves many Christians 
spiritually poor indeed, and gives no guarantee that 
its teaching will solve the spiritual need of the Church. 
As one earnest Christian testified in a conference in 
which I was speaking: “I was born again on such 
a date, I was entirely sanctified on such a date, I was 
baptized with the Spirit and spoke in tongues on such 
a date, but the trouble was I did not have victory in 
my life.” In that conference I had spoken in a little 
Pentecostal church, and one after another of the mem- 
bers came with confession of defeat and discourage- 
ment and deadness of spiritual life. What was I to 
preach to them? Not the “baptism,” for they all had 
it, and the “baptism” is something not to be repeated; 
they had all “spoken in tongues,” and some of them 


had the “gift of tongues” along with their spiritual - 


deadness and defeat. The marvelous spiritual awakeh- 
ing that some Christians attribute to their special ex- 
perience of the “baptism” is indeed a genuine and 
Spirit-given experience. But they are interpreting it 
wrongly, and thus sowing the seeds of this confusion 
and defeat I have found in the several Pentecostal 
circles that I have been in touch with,—and in sym- 
pathetic, not criticizing, touch. 

One writer, a friend whose zeal for the Lord and power 
in soul-winning I covet, explained the passage in 1 Cor- 

’ inthians 12 by saying that there is a distinction between 
baptism in the Spirit, referred to in this passage, and 
baptism with the Spirit, in verses in Acts. This ex- 
planation he gave with the thought of overcoming the 
difficulty. that all Christians are there spoken of as 
baptized in the Spirit. But the Greek word for “in” 
and “with” in these verses he quoted is exactly the 
same, and this bit of exegesis is an example of what 
earnest Christians are driven to when they begin to 
bend Scripture to fit their theory of some real and 
glorious experience they have had. 

This verse in Corinthians corresponds exactly to 
the four important occasions of the baptism of the 
Spirit recorded in Acts. At Pentecost the Holy Spirit 
came upon Jewish believers. They all, of course, 
never dreamed that any but Jews would receive this 
wonderful promise of the Old Testament and of their 
Messiah. When the Samaritans were saved, it was 
needful that apostles from J@rusalem should put their 
official approval upon the step of taking them into the 
fold, making their standing equal with that of the 
Church at Jerusalem. They were half Jews. But 
with the Gentiles it was a different matter. It re- 
quired a supernatural revelation to Peter even to niake 
him willing to go and preach to them. How much 
more was a miracle needed to bring them into the 
very Body of Christ! No laying on of the apostles’ 
hands would do for that. God took the matter out 
of their hands, and astounded the Jews by directly giv- 
ing the Gentiles the same gift that the Jews had re- 
ceived. In the days of Acts it required a miracle, a 
direct revelation and special working of God, to have 
the early Church, born at Pentecost, consider such an 
amazing departure as having the Gentiles received 
into the Church. To us this is no problem. But then 
it was the problem of problems. To them it was a 
mystery indeed that the Gentiles were to be received 
into the one Body. How carefully and patiently Paul 
had to teach the meaning of this mystery! But he 
was interpreting what happened in Acts when Gentiles 
were baptized into the same Body with Israel. 

With Jews, Samaritans, and Gentiles baptized into 
the one Body, there remained but one important group, 
the disciples of John the Baptist. They were quite 
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distinct from the disciples of our Lord in the Gospel 
records, and some of them continued to be distinct. 
They also must be gathered into the one Christian 
Body ; and how will that happen? Through the bap- 
tism of the Holy Spirit, as recorded in Acts. 

It will be seen that every experience recorded in 
Acts of the baptism of the Spirit is unique, and has 
no teaching authority for us except as the Scriptures 
may unfold it. As a matter of fact, even the Pente- 
costal teachers do not take any one of these experi- 
ences as a modei for us. 


Thus no one teaches that we must have a duplicate 
of the first Pentecost; to have this, there must be the 
sound as of the rushing of a mighty wind, there must 
be tongues of fire, there must be speaking in other 
languages that people who speak those languages can 
understand. Nor can we have a duplication of the 
experience of the believers at Samaria unless we can 
send for two apostles to lay their hands on those who 
are to receive the Spirit. The method of the baptism 
of the Spirit in the house of Cornelius is very evi- 
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dently a special supernatural manifestation for the 
definite purpose of letting those Jewish Christians 
know God’s mind with regard to the Gentiles. If ‘it 
were taken as our model, then we should have to 
wait for God to give the baptism before permitting 
water that they might be baptized: and this would 
indeed be a reversal of the Pentecostal teaching that 
regeneration and the baptism with water must come 
first. Finally, we can have no experience such as Paul 
had with those disciples at Ephesus, for we have none 
who have been baptized with the baptism of John. In 
every case the record in Acts is dealing with some- 
thing that could only come in that period of the 
Church, and cannot be the model of that which is to 
continue as the normal experience. 

This does not mean that the supernatural power 
shall not continue, or that Christians should not seek 
to be filled with the Spirit. But the manner of it, and 
the doctrines concerning it, we must find in the Epis- 
tles, not in the Acts. 

(To be concluded in an early issue) 














A Farm Mother’s Letters to College Students 


7. About Values—and Vultures 
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Skylight Farm. 
Dear CoLLeceE Boy: 


Ever since I’ve come to know personally a number 
of college students who have to make the summer 
months yield enough collateral to give them a fair 
start on the expenses of the college year, I’ve been 
meeting a certain type of caller with an entirely differ- 
ent front from the one I used to put on. I used to 
pride myself on making exceedingly short work of 
those guests about whom one can detect the faint 
aroma of salesmanship as soon as one opens the door. 
I even went so far, watch in hand, as to time one 
particularly irritating specimen who urged me to give 
him just three minutes of my time. But knowing col- 
lege boys to whom a good day, or a particularly bad 
one, is so vital a matter, suddenly awakened me to a 
realization of the fact that all salesmen are human 
beings in a world where a steady, paying job is not 
always to be had for the asking. It’s true that now 
and then a student salesman does arouse your antipathy 
by beginning his attack with tear gas, but far the 
greater number of them are like the young Bible 
salesman I met a year ago last summer. 

“You're a college boy, aren’t you?” I asked. 

He looked just a shade annoyed. “How did yoy 
know?” 

“Oh, I can recognize a college boy on sight. I 
have one of my own.” 

“Well, I am,” he owned, “but I don’t want anyone 
to buy of me on that ground. I’ve got something to 
sell that I can offer on its own merits.” 

He was a fine chap. We got to be good friends in 
the time that he worked this territory. We all felt 
that we had lost a personal friend when we heard of 
his sudden death in aft automobile accident. 

But there is one type of salesman who haunts the 
premises and toward whom I haven't softened in the 
slightest degree. There have been several from the 
same firm and I can classify them on sight. They 
make me wish that Sandy, the smiling Airedale pup, 
would suddenly turn into an ugly, bow-legged mis- 
anthrope of a bulldog to save me the exertion of an 
argument. Head vi the House and I have had for 
some years a few shares of very fruitless stock that 
we take out and look at. whenever we feel the need 
of humbling our business pride. With the keen scent 
of their kind this firm soon smelled it out and will 
give us no rest untjl we convert it into its equivalent 
in Gibraltar Finance. When, early in the hunt, I 
asked one of these ferrets how he could guarantee 
such princely returns, I learned that Gibraltar Finance 
is one of those concerns whose loans are limited to 
a maximum of $300 on such securities as household 
goods an@ automobiles subject to monthly payments 
on the part of the victim. 

I said: “Man, I wouldn’t soil my hands with tha 
stuff if it would make me a millionaire. It’s blood 
money !” - 

He grew animated -at once and began talking with 
his hands. 

“What would you do if you were broke,” he asked, 
“and had to raise $25 in a hurry, say for the doctor’s 
bill? Why, it’s a Godsend to those people.” 

“Now,” I said, “you’re talking about something that 
I do understand. I’m pretty ignorant about capital 
stock and things financial, but I know a lot about God- 
sends. I know that God never confers his favors on 
any such basis. No man is required to pledge his 
wife’s piano or the baby’s crib and bleed his hn 
to keep up the interest on the things that God sends. 
It’s the Devil that drives that kind of bargain. Pass 


on, friend, and just cross our name off your list of 
prospects.” 





«things, a truth he then illustrates by the parable of 


But do you know, there are two sides to this thing? 
It’s an open season all the year round on boys of 
your age, and girls, too, for this type of sportsman. 
I feel like gritting my teeth every time I notice some 
luxury of the day that has two distinct: prices, one 
for cash and another for easy payments. That easy 
payment plan. for buying things that one can’t afford 
is nothing more or less than an insidious infection 
that is spreading daily with the most disastrous re- 
sults. One wonders how long it can go on without a 
crash. Already it is directly responsible for broken 
homes. I know of boys who might now be getti 
a college education had they not been simply swam 
with debts before they left high school, debts incurred 
by this very system of ‘buying on time things that they 
couldn’t afford. They simply had to grab the first 
job that offered in order to stand off their creditors. 

It is a serious question whéther a Christian is ever 
justified in going into debt that his present resources 
cannot meet. Paul says in Romans 13:8, “Owe no 
man anything, but to love one another.” We have a 
convenient way of saying about commands like this, 
which run counter to our chosen practices, that they 
are general principles not to be too literally applied. 
But many of the choicest of Christian experiences have 
come as a direct result of daring to take God’s Word 
literally, as for instance, the rather humorous experi- 
ence of the missionary who in the midst of unscrupu- 
lous savages dared to act literally upon the command, 
“Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that 
would borrow of thee turm not thou away.” Many 
of my generation who once caught ambitious visions 
of enlarging their business by daring to assume heavy 
financial burdens have wondered after years of strug- 
gling under those burdens if, after all, the thing they 
sought was indeed a larger life. : 
_ The Lord Jesus had a way now and then of repeat- 
ing the introductory word of a sentence. Whenever 
he does so it is a sign of a solemn warning or com- 
mand to follow. Such instances make an interesting 
study. .“Verily, verily, I say unto you—”; “Simon, 
Simon, behold Satan hath desired to have you—”; 
“Martha, Martha —.” One such solemn warning might 
well have been spoken especially for this present day: 
“Take heed, and beware of covetousness.” Covetous- 
ness is a sin so elemental that God chose to include 
it among the prohibitions of the Ten Commandments. 

I wonder if we all understand clearly just: what 
constitutes covetousness. I imbibed from my .early 
Sunday-school teachers and continued to think for 
years that it meant only enviously desiring for one- 
self another's good. But notice that the Lord Jesus’ 
warning against it in Luke 12:15 is followed by the 
statement that life consists not in the possession of 
the Rich Fool. The dictionary defines covetousness 
as “inordinate desire for the possession of some sup- 
posed good” — just the sort of impulse that leads to 
buying forbidden luxuries on the easy payment plan. 
Paul, in Colossians 3:5, makes it the climax of-an 
ugly list of vices and calls it the equivalent of idolatry 
— idolatry, which we have supposed was exclusively 
the practice of depraved heathen. 

_Dear College Boy, there is no lesson in any cur- 
riculum more essential than the lesson of relative 
values. Failure to master it made the rich young ruler 
sorrowfully turn his back on the great opportunity of 
his life. Study it on your knees. Learn to practice 
the upward look before you spend a dollar. Chris- 
tian students are stewards of the richest resources of 
God. “Moreover it is required in stewards, that a 


man be found faithful.” Your friend, 


A Farm Moruer. 
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LESSON 4. JANUARY 27. THE HOLY SPIRIT 
International Uniform Lesson.—Joel 2 : 28, 29; Luke 11: 9-13; John 3: 5-8; 14: 16, 17, 26; 15: 26, 27; 16:7-15; Acts 2: 1-21, 
32, 33; Romans 8: I-17, 26, 27; 1 Corinthians 12: I-13; Ephesians 1 : 13, 14; 3: 14-21; 4: 1-6, 30 
Golden Text.—For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.—-Rom. 8: 14 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 
Foreword 
My Saviour, Thou hast offered rest: 
Oh, give it then to me; 
The rest of ceasing from myself, 
To find my all in Thee. 
Work on then, Lord, till on my soul 
Eternal light shall break, 
And in Thy likeness perfected 
I satisfied shall wake. —Bishop Moule. 


N OUR last lesson we learned about the Lord Jesus 
| as our Saviour. He is made known to us by his 
Holy Spirit. Therefore in this lesson we seek to 
learn something about that blessed third Person of 
the Holy Trinity. 
Verse by Verse 

John 16:7.—It is expedient for you. This must 
have seemed a hard saying. It seems so even to us. 
Yet we can to some extent understand what our Lord 
meant. While he was on earth he could be in only 
one place at a time. he can 
everywhere. While he was on earth his disciple$ 
were never able fully to understand him or his work. 
It was after Pentecost that the illumination of the 
Holy Spirit enabled them to understand the deep 
things of God. 

The Comforter. The Greek word means one called 
alongside to help. Generally the work of the Holy 
Spirit is to help our weaknesses (Rom. 8:26), and 
the Spirit, remember, is just God himself coming down 
into the most intimate union with his children. God 
says, “I dwell in the high and holy. place, with him 
also that is of a contrite and humble spirit” (Isa. 57: 
15). J will send him.’ In John 15:26 Christ tells us 
that the Spirit proceedeth from the Father. Hence 
arises what is known as the doctrine of the Double 
Procession of the Holy Spirit, enshrined in the Nicene 
Creed in the phrase, “Which proceedeth from the 
Father and the Son.” This was the great cause of 
the split between the Greek and Latin churches. The 
schism finally took place in the eleventh century and 
continues to this day. At first sight it may seem to be 
a small matter. But really it is vital. For it safe- 
guards the Church’s realization of the deity of Christ. 


Verse 8—When he is come. That is, to you, to 
Christians. Historically all revival begins with the 
Holy Ghost coming in fresh power to the Church of 
God. Necessarily such coming is always to individual 
persons in the Church. 


Verse 9.—Of sin, because they believe not on me. 
With the preaching at Pentecost men became aware 
that the Christ whom they had rejected and “by 
wicked hands had crucified and slain” had been raised 
from the dead. He was therefore their God and their 
Judge. What they had deemed to be a judicial act 
was found to be in truth the culmination of rebellion 
against God. 


Verse 10—Of righteousness, because I go to the 
Father. The resurrection and ascension of Christ 
proved tHat his condemnation had been altogether 
wrong and unjust. Thus the Spirit shows that the 
Lord Jesus was not a malefactor (John 18:30); he 
was indeed the Holy One of God, the perfect pattern 
of a human life. Not resurrection alone would neces- 
sarily be the proof of this,—for resurrection is fore- 
told of all, both bad and good (John 5:29), — but 
resurrection followed by the triumphal entry into the 
glory of the Father’s presence. 


Verse 11—Of judgment. The foregoing particu- 
lars necessarily carry with them a further result. If 
Christ has been vindicated and enthroned, it follows 
that the power that condemned and crucified him was 
really hostile to ‘God himself. And that power was 
not merely either the Jewish priesthood or the Roman 
governor. These were but puppets working out un- 
consciously the plans of a dark schemer, mightier and 
far more subtle than they. This power here is termed 
the prince of this world. -It is, of course, the Devil. 
The crucifixion of Christ was the condemnation of 
Satan. So Paul speaks of the Lord Jesus as triumph- 
ing over hell and its powers in the cross. (Col. 2:15). 

Satan is the prince of this world. It is important 
to notice that the word world here is used not in its 
physical but in its ethical meaning. The physical 
world is still God’s. “Stormy wind fulfilling his word” 
(Psa. 148:8). But the term world has also an ethical 
meaning. This meaning predominates in John’s use 
of the word. Compare 1 John 2:16. It means hu- 
man life, whether individual or collective, organized 
without reference to God. It is life ruled by the seen 
and temporary, not by the unseen and eternal. And 


Now by his Spirit he can be: 


Reading; John 14: 25°31. 
opic: Our Unseen Helper. 
Lesson Material: Acts 2: 1-21. 
Memory Verse: Lo, I am with you always, even unte the 
} v— of the world.—Matt. 28 : 20. 
unior ic: Our Unseen Helper. 
Lesson Material : Joel 2: 28,29; John 14: 16, 17, 26; 15: 26; 
16: 7-15; Acts 2: 1-21, 32, 33; Romans 8; 14-17, 26, 27. 
Memory Verse: Matthew 28: 206. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: How the Holy Spirit Helps Us. 
'= for Young People and Adults; The Work of the Holy 
pirit. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
John 16: 7-113) Rom. 8 : 12-17, 26, 27 
John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth: It is expe- 
dient for you that I go away; for if I go not away, the 
1 Comforter will not come unto you; but if I go, I will send 
him unto you. 8 And he, when he is come, will convict the 
world in respect of sin, and of righteousness, and of judg- 
ment: 9 of sin, because they believe not on me; 16 of right- 

ote I go to the Father, and. ye behold me 
no more; 11 of judgment, because the prince of this world 
hath been judged. 

Rom. 8:12 So then, brethren, we are debtors, not to the 
flesh, to live after the flesh: 13 for if ye live after the 
flesh, ye must die; but if by the Spirit ye put to death 
the 2 deeds, of the body, ye shall live. 14.For as many as 
are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15 For 
ye received not the spirit! of bondage again unto fear; but 
ye received the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father. 16 The Spirit himself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are children of God: 17 and if children, then 
heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be 
that we suffer with him, that we may be alse glorified with 
him, 

26 And in like manner the Spirit also helpeth our in- 
firmity: for we know not how to pray as we ought; but the 
Spirit himself maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered; 27 and he that searcheth the 





- hearts krfoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, * because 


he maketh intercession for the saints according te the will 
of God. j 
10r, Advocate. 


Gr., Paraclete. 2Gr., 
doings. *®Or, that. 


Or, Helper. 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








people who so live are really under the sway of. Satan, 
although they may not know it and would. often be 
horrified if they did. 

Romans 8: 12.—So then. These wofds link the verse 
with the preceding. The reason for this indebtedness 
on our part is the marvelous grace of God in the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and the pledge thereby 
afforded: of our personal resurrection. Debtors. This 
is an obligation we can never perfectly fulfill. This 
is the explanation of the prayer that our Lord taught 
us (Matt. 6:12). 


Verse 13.—If ye live after the flesh. Remember this 
is addressed to Christians, not to the unsaved. It is 
possible for a Christian to walk after the flesh. Flesh 
we may take quite simply as selfishness. Knock off 
the last letter and spell the rest backward, and you 
have what Paul means by the flesh. Ye must die, 
Therefore die here does not refer to eternal damna- 
tion. It may mean physical death (cf. 1 Cor. 11: 209, 





The Holy Spirit 
By Amos R. Wells 


| tg om leg Spirit, infinitely wisé, throned in 
the far, illimitable’ skies, yet to our little 
needs completely near, God of the eons, thou art 
now and here! ‘Thou Christ-continuer, thou loving - 
one sent by the Father to replace the Son, bring to 
our minds dear memories of him, and flash resplen- 
dent truths once dull and dim. Thou holy Judge, 
whose vision pierces through deep to the heart of 
all we say or do, deep to the secret foulnesses within, 
stern Purity, convict us of our sin! Thou Com- 
forter, thou pitying Advocate, plead thou our cause 
before it is too late; lift us, our hindering passions 
far above, up to the waiting Father’s yearning love. 
Spirit of fire, burn forth upon our soul! Spirit of truth, 
illuminate the whole! Spirit of strength, thy vital 
power give! Spirit of peace, in all our living live! 
Born of the Spirit, then is life indeed. Led by the 
Spirit, then we first succeed. Fruit of the Spirit 
then we brightly bear. O Holy Spirit, take us to 
thy care! 











30, or the case of Ananias, Acts 5), or the being cut 
oft from God that all of us are only too well aware of 


when we get out of the line of his will, or in other 


words walk after the flesh, the path of our own self- 
choosing. 

The deeds of the body. This does not mean that the 
body is regarded as necessarily an evil thing. The 
body is God’s handiwork (Psa. 139: 13-16) and the 
abode of God’s Spirit (1 Cor. 3:16). It is nowhere 
taught in the Bible that the body is evil. Any such 
teaching is of Satan and not of God (1 Tim. 4: 1-3). 
But selfishness is usually a matter of indulgence of 
mere bodily craving. The craving in itself may be 
and usually is, apart from abnormal cases, for some- 
thing right and proper. But it becomes: sin when it 
is yielded to apart from consideration of the will of 
God, 


Verse 16.—Beareth witness. This witness is the 
basis of the Christian’s assurance. And itself always 
follows from the Christian’s obedience. If we want 
to be sure that we are God’s children and safe for 
em | we must allow ourselves to be led by the Spirit 
re) 

Verse 26.—Note the Spirit’s help in prayer. True 
prayer is not trying to persuade God to change his 
mind. It is rather allowing the Spirit to bring our 
desires into accord with the purposes of God and thus 
co-operate with him in the carrying out of them. 


A Lesson Outline 
I. The Relationships of the Holy Spirit 

1. In the unsaved — about (John 16:8) 

2. In the believer — within (Rom. 8: 9) 

3. In the believer consecrated — upon (Acts 1:8) 
Il. The Work of the Holy Spirit 


1. In the unsaved — seeking to lead to ‘repentance 
(Rom. 2: 4) . 


2. In the Christian 
(1) For character (Gal. 5:22, 23) 
(2) For conduct (Rom. 8: 13) 
(3) For service (Acts 1:8) 
Golden Topics 


The indwelling of the Holy Ghost. 
is indwelt by the Spirit of God. It is this fact that 
makes the Christian holy. It is not primarily what 
the Christian is in himself, but his relationship to 
God that renders him holy. Secondarily, however, and 
most importantly, he is to be holy as to character. And 
this change is brought about because of the same fact, 
namely, that the Spirit dwells in him. The Spirit 
reveals Christ to the Christian (John 15:26; 16:'13, 
a, And thus the ‘Christian becomes more like his 

ord, 

Obviously some Christians are more Christlike than 
others. This leads us to the recognition of the im- 
portant distinction which is drawn in Scripture be- 
tween having the Spirit and being filled with the 
Spirit. All Christians have the Spirit; not all are 
filled with the Spirit. Historically for the Church 
as a whole this filling first took place at. Pentecost. 
The apostles were Christians before this. But they 
were different men afterward. 

Historically this filling depended upon the exalta- 
tion of the risen Lord (John 7: 39). In personal expe- 
rience this filling similarly depends upon our personal 
exaltation of the Lord Jesus. We have received him 
as our Sin-bearer. Thus we become children of God 
(John 1:12). Now we have to accept him as our 
King. And when we do that the Holy Spirit fills 
us. When Jesus is glorified the Spirit is given in 
his fullness. 


The Practical Aim 


As always the primary aim is to present Christ to 
the pupils that they may receive him. The secondary 
aim this week is of great importance also. It is that 
we get each scholar who has been born again to rec- 
ognize Christ’s claims to. first place in the life, te 
accept him as King, and to recognize that such ac- 
ceptance involves the following of the Spirit with all 
the blessed results set forth in the Scripture portions, 
for today. 

Final Word 
Make me a captive, Lord, 
And then I shall be free; 
Force me to render up my sword, 
And I shall conqueror be. 
I sink in life’s alarms 
When by myself I stand; 
Imprison me within Thine arms 
And streng shall be my hand. 
—Dr. George Matheson. 


Every believer 


TunsrRIDGE WELLS, Enc. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and. search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smithg and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the ——— to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HICH of the Gospels makes most frequent mention 
of the Holy Spirit? 
2. What other books abound in teachings concerning the 
Holy Spirit? 
3. In what books of the Old Testament do we find 
explicit references’ to the Holy Spirit? 


4. In what incident in, Scripture do we find the simul- 
taneous presence of the Three Persons of the Trinity? 


5. In what way is the American Standard Version a 
help in this particular lesson? 


6. What is the relation of the Holy Spirit to Christ? 


7. What has the Holy Spirit to do with salvation and 
the new birth? ; 


8. What part had the Holy Spirit in producing the 
Bible? 


9. What relation has the Spirit to the recognition of 
the Fatherhood of God? 


10. What function in prayer has the Spirit? 
11. Is it possible to resist the Holy Spirit? 


12. At whose instance is the coming of the Holy Spirit 
into our lives made possible? 


Answers to Last Week's Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice- President and Proféssor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PrincIpLe oF COHERENCE.—Relate the les- 
sons one*to another so as to develop a connected 
and consistent body of truth. 











Bary again our principle of coherence we may be 
led to recognize that our lesson upon the Holy 
Spirit has relationships with the teachings of the les- 
sons preceding, not only in the fact that being one of 
the Trinity he could not be ignored in any study of 
the Godhead, but in the fact of the definite offices 
which he holds in relation to the Father, the Son, and 
to humanity. We can recognize this even in the 
limited portion of Scripture that is reprinted for ‘us. 
He is the personal representative of that Saviour who 
died, rose again, and went away for a little time. He 
has a very definite office in the accomplishment of the 
salvation of the individual soul, even though this sal- 
vation has been made possible by Christ. To quote 
Dr. Torrey: “There are two things that a man needs 
to see in order to be saved — first, himself, that he is 
a sinner; second, Jesus, his righteousness, and ‘the 
righteousness of God’ provided for us in him. It is 
the work of the Holy Spirit to show these two things 
to men.” The Spirit also convicts men of the judg- 
ment that will follow rejection of Christ. Thus do 
we see how the work of the Holy Spirit makes the 
fact of sin and the Saviour real to the spirits of men. 

But further, it is this selfsame Spirit indwelling us 
that warrants our exclamation “Father”. when we have 
received him who was sent of the Father to be the 
propitiation for our sins; and the inner witness of the 
Spirit of God testifies to the fact of our acceptance 
with him and justifies the belief that we are indeed 
children of God. And as our hearts yearn to be pleas- 
ing to this loving Father even in the petitions we offer 
to him, we are taught in this by our inner Guide so 
that the prayer uttered ig according to the will of 
God, and at times with an earnestness too deep for 
utterance, but not too deep for the interpretation of 
that heart of love which is ever open toward the cry 
of his children. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


God’s Country.—/f I go not away, the Comforter 
will not come unto you; but if I go, I will send him 
unto you (John 16:7). As I write this note Presi- 
dent-elect Hoover is visiting the Americas south of 
us. Uncle Sam, as it were, has sent his “favorite 
son” down into the restless, turbulent, cockey, boiling 
Latin lands (Bolivia and Paraguay are itching for a 
fight as I write) to reveal the love of the “father” 
of all the American republics to all the newer nations, 
the big and little fellows of the South. Mr. Hoover 
will be back home before this is printed, but his trip 
will be an enormous waste of ships, money, and time 
if his “Spirit of Good Will” does not remain with 
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all the peoples visited. It is the first time an Ameri- 
can President has ever done anything of this sort. 
There will be no more charge of imperialism thrown 
at Uncle Sam after this Hoover touch of U. S. A. 
spirit. If Mexico calls us “Gringos” and makes sullen 
faces at ':s, just laff and send them more Sunday- 
school and Y. M. C. A. missionaries instead of shot 
and shell and poison gas. 


“The God-Led Life.”—For as many as are led by 
the Spirit cf God (Rom. 8:14). Some thirty-five 
years ago the Times printed an article that had a 
tremendous influence upon my Christian life. If I 
remember rightly it was titled “A God-Led Life,” 
and referred to John D. Wattles, the then recently 
translated Publisher of the Times and the son-in-law 
of its former Editor, Dr. H. Clay Trumbull. After 
I had read that article I put up the prayer, “O Lord, 
may I too live a life entirely led by thee.” I have 
been thinking back over the years. Here is a very 
brief and partial record. Forty-five years ago, Feb- 
ruary 28, 1884, I married and moved into a little five 
thousand dollar “Queen Anne” cottage which I built 
for my bride (without any money, by the way, young 
fellow!) and which we called “El Nidito,” which 
means “The Little Nest.” We are still living in it, 
and the years have made’ it the most precious spot on 
earth. Our babies were -born here. Our daughter 
was married here. The grandchildren come here, 
where “we can do what we please and have fun!” 
In all the years there has been no serious sickness, 
no ether or chloroform seances. For forty years I 
have Sunday after Sunday had a men’s Bible class, 
now numbering about 350 men, and known all over 
the world as “The Iron Rose Bible Class.” On Sunday 
afternoons for thirty-seven years I have gone to a 
mission Sunday-school at Rock Run, about a mile out 
of town. Exactly at 1.30, rain, snow, or shine, my 
front door opens and I step out and walk to Rock 
Run. The neighbors for thirty-seven years have set 
their clocks by my appearance. For a part of the 
time I was also superintendent of the home: school 
as well as teacher, I am one of the two men who 
founded our local Y. M. C. A., now with a $500,000 
plant and 2,600 members in a town of 15,000 popula- 
tion. I am a member of the National Council of the 
Y. M. C. A. and on the State Executive Committee. 
For twenty-two years I have written these notes. 
Folks who see me will not believe me as old as I really 
am. “You don’t look it,” they say. The Rev. John 
Timothy Stone said, “Bill, tell me how you keep up 
your pep.” I'm telling you now, but I said to Dr. 
Stone, ‘Tim, they that work for the Lord renew their 
pep” (Isa. 40:31). I have just mentioned the above 


.to show where you are likely to land if you will 


allow yourself to be led by the Spirit of God. For 
rest assured, this Ridgway clay is just the ordinary 
brickyard variety and not Kaolin. May this year 1929 
find all the Busy Men in the Corner God-led. 


How to Pray.—We know not how ta pray as we 
ought; but the Spirit himself maketh intercession for 
us (v. 26). t as the writing of this note is taken 
up the Iron Rose Bible Class has had its regular his- 
toric pilgrimage. Once a year we get on rubber, 
about one-half of us, and visit some notable place. 
As we have to engage big busses at $125 per bus and 
take on other financial obligations, it will be realized 
we are interested in weather conditions. We long ago 
found out that Old Prob was a whole lot of a joke 
and really knows very little about the weather —in 
Old Chester Valley, at any rate. We started out by 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be ha 


d from The Sunda i 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Geen. Sabet 

at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 

1. January 6—Our Heavenly Father. Exodus 3424-73 
Psalm 103 : 1-5; 10-14; Isaiah 40 : 27-31; Matthew 6: 
24-34; John 3: 3-6; 4: 20-24; 8 : 40-47; Romans 2: 

2-11; 8: 14-17; 1 John 4: 97-16 

2, January 13.—Sin. Genesis 3 : 1-24; 6 : 5-8; Mark 7 : 14- 

23; Romans 1 : 18-32; 3: 10-18; 1 John 1:5 to 2:6 

3. January 20.—Christ the Saviour. Luke 2: 11, 30-32; 
1§:3-7; John 3:14-17; 10:9-11, 14-16, 27, 28; 

Acts 3 : 1-18; Romans 5: 1-11; Philippians 2: 5-11; 
2 Timothy 1:9, 10 

4. January 27.—The Holy Spirit. Joel 2:28, 29; Luke 
11 : 9-13; John 3 : 5-8; 14: 16, 17, 26; 15 : 26, 27; 16: 

7-15; Acts 2:1-21, 32, 33; Romans 8 : 1-17, 26, 27; 
1 Corinthians 12: 1-13; Ephesians 1:13, 14; 3: 
14-21; 4:1-6, 3% 

5. February 3.—The Holy Scriptures. Deuteronomy 
6: 4-9; Joshua 1 : 8, 9; 2 Kings 22 : 8-20; Nehemiah 
8:1-8; Psalm 19: 7-14; Luke 24: 25-32; Acts 17: 

10-12; 2 Timothy 3 : 14-17 

6. February 10.—Repentance and Faith. Isaiah 1 : 10- 

20; Ezekiel 18 : 20-23, 27-32; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 
3 21-44; 15 : 11-243 Acts 2 : 32-39; Hebrews 11 : 1-10 

7. February 17.—Prayer. Genesis 18 : 23-33; Exodus 
32:31, 32; Nehemiah 1 : 4-11; Daniel 6:10; Mat- 
thew 6:5-15; Luke i8:1-14; John 17:1-26; 1 

Thessalonians 5:17; 1 John 5: 14, 18 

8. February 24.—Christian Growth. John 1 : 40-42; 
Matthew 16 : 15-18; John 21 : 15-19; Luke 2: 40, 52; 
Ephesians 4:11-16; Philippians 1:6, 9-11; 3: 12- 

16; Colossians 1 : 9-11; Hebrews 6 : 1-3 
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praying for the kind of weather we decided we ought 
to have. We get off. very eafly in the morning and 
do not get home until midnight. But somehow or 
other we had a revelation. We found we did not 
know how to pray as we ought, so we prayed, “Lord, 
send us the kind of day we ought to have.” And all 
these years we have had ideal days for such a big 
trip as ours. This year he sent us a cool, cloudy, 
light-showery day, with everything comfortable and 
fresh. We went to Annapolis Naval Academy and 
saw the whole great student body .go through their 
beautiful drills. It was a hundred times -better day 
than it would have been had Old Sol poured his, shine 
and heat down upon us. It just occurs to me that 
I may have told all this in our Gettysburg and Presi- 
dent Coolidge trips. There may be some new Busy 
Men in the Corner, and I- want to get this truth to 
them: Let Heaven run things for you. Jesus is there 
looking after the best interests of his family. You 
know the old saw, “The man who is his own lawyer 
has a fool for a client.”. We know no more how to 
ask for things than the youngster who cries for the 
bright electric light bulb or the scissors. Mother 
takes care of the baby, and “the Spirit” looks after us. 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


“ 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. : 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
co = desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n 


Have We Seen Our Sin?—And he, when he is come, 
will convict the world in respect of sin (John 16:8). 
The coming of the Son of God made a sin possible 
that was not possible before; light reveals darkness. 
There are Negroes in Central Africa who never 
dreamed that they were black until they saw the face 
of a white man, and there are people who never knew 
they were sinful until they saw the face of Jesus Christ 
in all its whiteness and purity—From A. J. Gordon. 
Sent by M. B. Wells, Mooers, N. Y. 


The Meaning of Adoption.—For ye received not 
the spirit of bondage again unto fear; but ye received 
the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father 
(Rom. 8:15). In the Latin language the word “adop- 
tion” referred to the declaration of a son’s majority. 
When a young man attained a legal age, his- father 


took him into the Forum, and from the Bema or the - 


platform, said to the citizens, “This is my son; he 
has now come to full age; he inherits my name, my 
property, and my social position.” Then he took off 
the toga pretexta—the boy toga or coat —and put on 
the toga virilis, the manly toga, the coat of a man; he 
invested him, in the presence of the citizens, with the 
sign of full. manhood, and said, “This is my son.” 
There is a day of revelation coming, when God will 
take you as his child and set you on the forum.of the 
universe, and before that universe say, “Bear witness, 
this is my son: in Christ he is the joint-heir of my 
name, of my nature, of my dignity, of my possessions, 
of my throne.” And then we shall lay aside the body 
of our humiliation, the toga that we wore when we 
were minors; and put on the body of our glory, which 
is the garment we shall wear when we get to our 
majority; and this new investment of the redeemed 
son of God in the presence of the universe is adoption. 
—From A. T. Pierson. Sent by Winifred J. Wells, 
Mooers, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


The Half-Wit’s Discovery.—lf so be that we suffer 
with him (v. 17). A half-witted Christian man was 
having a hard time with his trials and troubles. He 
thought, I will open my Bible and see if my eyes will 
not fall upon something that will help me. He did so, 
and saw, “And it came to pass.” “Nothing in that,” 
he said to himself, and fried it again. But again he 
read, “And it came to pass.” “Sure,” he cried, “I 
see now! My troubles have not come to stay, — they 
will pass!”—From an old scrapbook. Sent by Opal 
Leonore Gibbs, Bend, Ore. re 


How Rich Are We?—If children, then heirs’; heirs 
of God, and joint-heirs with Christ (v. 17). Perhaps 
you didn’t know that I was a millionaire. I don’t 
know how many millions I own. They say the Roths- 
childs can’t tell within millions how much they are 
worth. That is just my condition. All the wealth 
of this world and all the planets — everything — is 
mine; I am a joint-heir with Jesus Christ. Find out 
what Jesus Christ is worth, and { will tell you what 
I am worth. Think of that,—a child and an heir. 
oe D. L. Moody. Sent by M. B. Wells, Mooers, 











Lesson for January 27 


“I'd Love to Be a Hero, If.”—If sof 
be that we suffer with him, that we may 
be also glorified with him (v.17). There 

z is one thing certain, power cannot be had 
oir without paying the price. This most of 
us are unwilling to do. We are like the 
little lad who said to his grandfather, a 
hero ‘of many battles in a great war, 
“Granddad, I sure would love to be a 
soldier and a hero, if I just knew I 
wouldn’t get hurt.”—From the Alliance 
Weekly. Sent. by Opal Leonore Gibbs, 
Bend, Ore. 


It Seemed Unbelievable.—Sons of God 
(Golden Text). A native, employed in 
the translation of the Scriptures at a mis- 
sion station where I resided, on translat- 
ing the passage, “sons of God,” came run- 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
- 2. The Comforter, “the Spirit of truth.” 


3. “He [the Comforter] shall bear wit- 
ness of me.” 








the long years of questioning and hazy 
thought in her own mind concerning the 
Holy Spirit, and so often has she found 
young girls struggling with this same dif- 
ficulty that she prays that we may all 
help our girls into the light through this 
lesson. 











ning to me in great haste, exclaiming, 
“No, .no, it is too much; allow me to 
render it, ‘They shall be permitted to kiss 
His feet.’” Do we value the privilege of 
being “sons of God” ?—From the Sunday 
School Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. B. 
Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng. 


ye 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee for thy gracious promises 
to thy disciples of old. We rejoice that we 
may share in the blessings such as they 
received, if we in our day yield unto thee 
our loyal love and obedience. We would not 
think in vague wonder about the Holy Spirit 
whom thou didst send. May we study what 
thy Word tells us about him. May we 
honestly seek to be guided by him into all 
the truth thou wouldst have us understand. 
Help us to live in the light of the truth thy 
Word reveals, and not to have our minds 
so occupied with the things of the world. In 
thy dear name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Can we always 
hide our thoughts? Do you think so? 
And others don’t think so? Well, the 
truth is that we do not always show to 
others just what we are thinking, but the 
kind of thoughts we keep on having will 
sooner or. later show in the look of the 
eyes, in our words, yes, and in the way 
we act. There is no escape from it. The 
selfish boy who is forever thinking of 
what he can get for himself, the uncléan 
boy whose mind runs foul with stories 
hé wouldn’t tell his mother, the girl 
whose mind is cluttered up with trashy 
magazine reading, the girl who puts 
others last and herself first, — all these 
will show more and more what they really 
are. Whoever is led by the Holy Spirit, 
whoever thinks his thoughts and does’ 
his will, is sure to show that guidance 
in look, word, and deed. But the worldly 
self-centered one! Well, that sort isn’t 
~the sort you wartt to be, is it? How won- 
derful it is that we can have the guidance 
and. the marvelous blessing of the Holy 
Spirit himself! Let us pray that we may 
be willing and eager to learn of him. 


THE Soir FILLED [LIFE 
WHICH IS MINE? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“C ome, Gracious Spirit.” 

“O pen My Eyes.” 

“M ore About Jesus.’ 

“F ill Me, Holy Spirit, Fill Me.” 
‘ “QO h, To Be Nothing, Nothing!” 

“Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart.’ 

“T he Comforter Has Come!” 

“E very Moment He Is Dearer.” 

“R eturn, O Wanderer.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers #n par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm, book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“O Guide Me” (291: 1-3). Psalm 143 : 7-11. 
“My Heart Discern” (280 : 1-3). Psalm 139 : 1-7. 
“The Lord I Will Worship” (215 : 1-3). 
Psalm 104 : 23-30. 
“Whiter Than the Snow”. (114 : 1-4). 
Psalm 51 :1- 
% 


Faith gives to men on earth the protec- 


73. 





tion of the God of Heaven—Spurgeon. 





Do you know what your girls 
think on this subject? Pr 


1. One illustration, heard from the lips 
of a lifelong missionary to Turkey, has 
been found very clarifying to young 
minds. He said that once, in a discussion 
with a thoughtful Moslem, he used this 
illustration of the three Persons in the 
Godhead, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 
Sitting in the sunlight that streamed into 
my room through the open window, I 
asked him to consider the three forms 
under which we always think of the one 
object, the sun. There above us in the 
heavens we see the great ball of fire, the 
sun, the source of all our physical heat 
and light; from it stream the sunbeams, 
the direct rays of its heat and light, one 
of which is now falling over us here in 
this room, and which appear for definite 
times in definite places, not everywhere 
at once; while the sunlight is everywhere 
diffused, even when clouds hide the sun- 
beams, and when darkness covers sections 
of the earth (apparently completely but 
never actually so) even penetrating the 
crust of the earth sufficiently to give life 
to the roots of plants, everywhere and 
always bearing witness to the existence 
and work of the sun, its source, of which 
it is in very deed part, “the same in sub- 
stance, equal in power and glory.” 

This missionary thought that the Mos- 
lem caught the truth of the Third Peér- 
son of the Holy Trinity from this illus- 
tration, as well as of the Godhead of the 
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your girls to realize the personality and 
work of the ‘Holy Spirit. Not until those 
words came home with-definite force to 
my mind and heart did all the mental 
difficulties of my own youth vanish, on 
this pomt. What Jesus said is surely 
enough for our faith. Read then, first, 
with your girls his own clear words in 
John 14:16, 17, 25, 26. Notice that the 
Holy Spirit is not the mere influence of 


| Jesus’ own spirit, after his visible pres- 


O WELL does the writer remember | 





Son, present with men in actual form as | 


Do 
It 


he has been and as he will be again. 
you think it’ will help your girls? 


is not a perfect illustration — the physical | 


can never completely illustrate the spir- ' 


itual, but it is suggestive. 


2. But certain it is that the very words 
of our Lord, the Son of God, will help 


ence should be withdrawn, but is ‘“an- 
other” One, to be sent from the Father; 
and that, not beholding him, the world 
(worldly mind) cannot receive this Spirit 
of Truth, who is “to abide in you” (the 
believers in Jesus Christ as the Son of 
God and Saviour). Read. on, then, in 
John 15: 26, to note that Jesus there says, 
“IT will send unto you from the Father 
... the Spirit of truth,” — making his 
will and work identical with the Father’s, 
and making it clear that the Holy Spirit 
is the third person in the Trinity. “God 
in three Persons, blessed Trinity.” 


3. But. aside from. their understanding 
of the personality of the Holy Spirit, 
your girls will know him, experimentally, 
in one way only, for Jesus himself. said 
his only work should be to “bear witness 
of me,” to “teach you all things [con- 
cerning Jesus], and bring to.your remem- 
brance all that I have said unto you.” 
Particularly read with your girls John 
16:13 and 14—the fullest and clearest 
declaration of the work of the Spirit re- 
corded in Scripture, from Jesus’ lips. 

Do your girls find themselves growing 
in the knowledge of Jesus, understanding 
him, loving him, following him better, as- 
time passes? They may be sure, then, 
that the Comforter is with them, at work 
in their hearts, bearing his witness of 


Jesus. 
Home Study. 


Memorize what Jesus said of the Holy 
Spirit, in John 14 to 16. They are the 
bulwark of our faith in the Comforter. 

Decatur, Ga. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Acts 2: 1-21; Jeremiah 31: 33; 
Joel 2:28, 20. 

The children know how very lovely 
it is to have a promise about which they 
may wonder, and to which they may look 
forward. When the Lord Jesus was about 
to leave his friends and go back to his 











1:4:29 





“Che Spirit also*helpeth our taafirmity. ton8:26R 






“helpeth = $un-anti-lambdnetai {antiogainst (te obstacle) 


“The Lorn is my strength 
and song,and is become 
my salvation.--The right 
Kand of the Lorn doeth 
valiantly.” Psalm 18:14, 


sun-with (us) 








lambanetai ="/5 laying hold” 
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Father in Heaven, he left his disciples a 
wonderful promise. They would see their 
Saviour and Lord no more, and of course 
they were very, very sad, for they loved 
him dearly. They felt as if their best 
friend was leaving them. But Jesus told 
them that he would not leave them like 
orphans; he would ask the Father to send 
them a Comforter. He reminded them 
of a great promise the Father had made 
long years before. He said that they 
should not leave Jerusalem until this 
promise came. 

After the Lord Jesus went up into 
Heaven, the disciples, with his mother 
and brothers and some friends who had 
received Christ and loved him while he 
was in the world, met together in an 
upper room, to wait for the Father’s 
promise. And one day, after they had 
settled all of their disputes and were just 
quiet and ready, a “rushing mighty wind” 
blew through the room. The great Com- 
forter, the Father's promise, came riding 
on its mighty wings, and every one in ihe 
room knew right away that the Comforter 
had come, for he had entered every heart. 
Oh, it was wonderful! The Spirit of 
the Lord had come into the hearts of 
oe people, making them like Jesus him- 
self. 

They were so happy, and they began 
to praise God for all his wonderful works. 
Some people in the city accused them of 
being drunk. No wonder they were happy, 
for the great and precious promise had 
come true, 

God’s people had been constantly break- 
ing his laws, and some who wanted to 
keep them and even tried hard to keep 
them found that their hearts were all 
wrong, and even though God’s laws were 
beautiful, they did not love them in their 
hearts. So God promised them that one 
day he would write his law in their hearts 
so that they would love and keep it. He 
promised also that he would pour out his 
Spirit upon all the people, and that their 
sons and daughters (perhaps he meant the 
little folks in our Sunday-school class) 
should tell people messages from God. 
Our lesson for today tells how God kept 
his wonderful promise. 

Now we all see that this was truly a 
glorious promise. The ‘Holy Spirit is 
still here. He makes his home in every 
heart that receives the Lord Jesus as 
Saviour, and surrenders its keeping to 
him. 

Sing 
Heart.” 

Curnton, S. C. 


“Since Jesus Came into My 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: My father’s voice. 

Discussion: Take some of the emblems 
of the Holy Spirit as given below and 
see what they tell us about him, as, for 
instance, water, fire, wind, oil, rain, dew, 
dove, voice. y 

Objective: To know him and _ the 
power of his indwelling. 


AY, fellows, out of the darkness my 

father spoke to me. We had been 
hunting birds all day, and toward eve- 
ning I had gotten separated from him. 
Instead of waiting at a certain spot, as 
he had told me, I had gotten impatient 
and tried to make my way to him, with 
the result that we both wandered around 
a good while before we got together 
‘again. It was pitch dark. I was too 
small to carry a gun then, and I was 
thoroughly frightened. But through the 
dark woods I heard him call my name. I 
answered, and he told me how to coffle 
to meet him. 

Now, fellows, how did I know that it 
was my father who spoke to me? I did; 
not see him. I could not touch him. But 
I knew it was my father. I knew him by 
his voice. That which sounded upon my 
ears was a voice, and to me the voice was 
father. More than that: the voice called 
my name, and the voice carried in it my 
father’s concern for my safety and his 
desire that we should be together. The 
tone, the emphasis, the inflection, and the 
way in which the voice directed me —all 
these confirmed my knowledge that my 

















Service Songs 


| Before Making Your Decision. 


This splendid 288-page = 
All Purpose Church ee 
Song was planned 
to meet the needs of the 
entire Church, 

A wonderful collec- 
tion of Sacred Songs =. 
lished in both Roundand 
Shaped notes. (Com- 

estration. 





father was there and was speaking to me, 
though I could not see himror touch him. 
And as the voice continued to come, with 
directions and assurance, we both made 
our way down opposite banks of. the 
stream that separated us, until a bridge 
was reached which permitted us to finish 
the journey home together. 

That incident helps me to know some- 
thing about the Holy Spirit. Not all, 
but something. -I do not suppose the com- 
bined wisdom of all men of all ages could 
know all. He is a great mystery. But 
do not allow the mystery to bother you, 
fellows. How the voice of my earthly 
father could communicate him through my 
tympanum to my consciousness on that 
dark night is also a mystery; but the 
mystery did not keep me from the enjoy- 
ment of it. 

The mystery of the Trinity is a pro- 
found one, but the mystery need not bar 
you from the unspeakable blessing that 
is yours in the fact of it. We cannot see 
God the Father, neither can we touch 
him; nor yet can we catch the sound of 
his voice in our physical ears. But he 
has designed to speak to us, nevertheless, 
and to make himself known to us through 
the Holy Spirit. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





For Economical Division 
~ of Rooms 
L D 
Ss Wiles Rolling Partin thane roll wets dd 
sideways and are out of the way when not in 


service. They operate easily and smoothly. Sub- 
stantialand handsome in appearance, blend nk with 


the surroundings of any room. Send for 4°-page 


Catalogue No. 24 
Tue J. G. Wirson CorporaTION 
12 East 38th Street, New York City 





lf proud of your 
fine needlework 


then you will appreciate the 
oe = a4 h 


try A. dj oop 
with the soft cork cushions 
, and the patented fastener 
f that holds thinnest to thick- 
est materials taut with ern vise-like grip without wind- 
ing—and its patented sliding shield that prevents all 
harm. In 4, 5, 6,7" rounds and 3x6 and 4% x9!” 
ovals, all 25c each, or $1.50 set. If not at your dealer's 
eend us his mame and the price and we will send 


ostpaid. 
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WAWILDE COMPANY BOSTON 
A Whole Year for $1.00! 
*rHE [ILLUSTRATOR 


gives Sunday-school teachers the best! 


** Would not do without it for fe ¢Zzes its cost.” 
WwW. H. Colgrove. Sample copy Sree. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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There are some very definite facts given 
in God’s Word about the Holy Spirit. 
‘He is coexistent with God. He is eter- 
nal (Heb. 9: 14), omnipresent (Psa. 139: 
7-13), omniscient (1 Cor, 2: 10), omnipo- 
tent (Luke 1:35; Rom, 15:19). 

Some of the things the Holy Spirit 
does: creates-and gives life (Job 33: 
4), teaches the truth (John 14:26), en- 
ables us to know Jesus Christ (John 15: 
26), reproves us (John 16:8), guides us 
(John 16: 13), comforts us (Acts 9:31), 
helps us in our infirmities (Rom. 8: 26), 
communicates joy (Rom. 14:17), im- 
parts hope (Rom. 15:13), reveals the 
things of Christ (John 16:14), reveals 
the things of God (1 Cor. 2: 10, 13). Also 
these two things are said about the Holy 
Spirit: He can be grieved by us (Eph. 
4:30), and he cannot be received by the 
worldly-minded or by the natural man 
(John 14:17; 1 Cor, 2:14). 

There are also given in Scripture nine 
emblems of the Holy Spirit, which it 
would be well for you to study in their 
context if you would better understand 
him and his great office, namely: water 
(John 3:5; 7: 38, 39), fire (Matt. 3:11), 
wind (Acts 2:2), oil (Psa. 45:7), rain 
and dew (Psa. 72:6), a dove (Matt. 3: 
16), a voice (Isa. 6:8), a seal (Rev. 7: 
2), cloven tongues (Acts 2: 3,-6-11). 

And after all,. remember this, fellows: 
your only hope of knowing God the 
Father and Jesus Christ the Son, whom to 
know aright is life eternal, is through the 
aid of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is in 
every true believer (Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 
6:19), and it is the Christian’s privilege 
3) duty to be filled with him (Eph. 5: 
18). 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 


ne 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of January 20) 

1. The preceding lesson suggests the blood 
of Christ as the remedy for sin, and this 
lesson treats of him especially as the Saviour 
from sin. 

2. It was the Father who sent the Son 
to be the Saviour of the world. 

3. The Golden Text indicates that the 
very name of the Lord Jesus means Saviour, 
and it is Christ as Saviour that is not only 
the subject but title of the lesson. 

4. Gabriel (Matt. 1: 21). 

5. John 3: 16 and 17 with Romans 5: 8. 

6. 1 Timothy 1: 15. 

7. John 10:10; Mark 10:45; John 12: 
92, 33; and -8:-12; 

8. Luke 24: 25-27 and 44-46. 

9. Romans 5: 10. 

10. Hebrews 7: 25. 

11. Salvation, Matthew 1: 21; light, Luke 
1:79; and peace, Luke 2:14. | 

12. Isaiah 9: 6. 

13. The final resurrection and restoration 


of the body (Phil. 3: 20, 21), at the second 
coming of our Lord. 


The Fundamentalist Trip to 


the Holy Land 

W ILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN, 

the greatest lay advocate of Funda- 
mentalism in the twentieth century, con- 
ceived the scheme of carrying a shipload 
of Fundamentalists to Jerusalem for a 
great conference at the Easter time. ‘His 
unexpected death delayed this, and threw 
on his first lieutenant, Dr. W. B. Riley, 
President of the World’s Christian Fun- 
damentalists Association, the leadership 
of the plan. 

Dr. Riley and a great party of Funda- 
mentalists are sailing from New York, 
March 7, to spend Easter week in 
Jerusalem. The boat that will carry them 
from New York is the Aurania, a new 
and beautiful ship of the Cunard lines. 

The entire company will be of Funda- 
mentalist persuasion, many of them 
friends already, and a goodly fellowship 
will have a place in the tour. 

Mr. Albert Bailey, who will personally 
conduct the party, ‘has made fourteen 
trips to Palestine, and is exceptionally 
familiar with its every point and all Bible 
references to the same. 

Princess Rahme Haider, a native of 
Syria, a descendant of the royal house, 
| whose uncles are rulers now in the land, 
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an ardent Christian Fundamentalist, who 
speaks English perfectly, having been ed- 
ucated in America, is with her secretary 
Miss Burgess accompanying the party. 
Her knowledge of the people, her perfect 
familiarity with the language, and her 
politieal influence will be most advan- 
tageous to the pilgrimage. 

The meeting should become a historic 
one, as Dr. Riley intends to make it an 
occasion of reaffirming the Christian 
faith on the very ground where it was 
born, on the occasion of the nineteen hun- . 
dredth anniversary of Christ’s resurrec- 
tion from the dead. 

+ Literature giving the itinerary can be 
had by addressing Dr. W. B. Riley, First 
Baptist Church, Minneapolis, Minn. 
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Do you want a steady income 
of $75 to $100 a week? Then help 
me introduce the new Comer Ced- 
O-Bags and Comer Butterfly Moth 
Bags. They’re selling like hot cakes 
everywhere. Thousands of dollars 
profit right in your neighborhood. 


Make Money FAST! 
Everybody knows Ced-O- Bags — 
the seve protection against moths. 
Ced-O-Bags are now made in beau- 
tiful green, blue, rose, and black, at 
no extracost. Also with new pat- 
ented slide fastener. 

And mig a Anew: Bags! The 
very finest of Egyptian Cretohne. 
Choice of seven exquisite color 
combinations that no woman can 
resist. You can simply coz money 
with this new line, sold omdy through my representa- 
tives — never in stores. 


$12.90 in half an hour 
I’ve started hundreds on the way to Big Money. 
“¢ $16 in three hours,”’ writes Mrs. Troutman, Geo 
*$9 in 15 minutes,” says J. H. Hennage. R. F. Hughes 
made $12.90 in 30 minutes. 












John Spencer made $24 in 

hours. ... Just figure out for yourself what those 
heures amount to in a week, or a month. nd these 
people didn’t have as good a proposition as I'm offer- 
ing you right now, ‘ : 

Start NOW. Get in on the Big Money - 

With my proposition you collect your profit on the 
spot. No deliveries to make —no collections. At, 
end of a day you have $10— $15 — $20 or more, all 
yours. And there’s always plenty more where 
came from. 4 F 





> 
Don’t hesitate. Territofies are going fast. You're 
onthe right track now. Theroad’s clear to Big M ey- 
I’m ready todo my. rt when you write me for details. 
Send a postcard DAY ! 


THE COMER MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
Dayton 


Where Can You Beat It? 


ON THE INTERNATIONAL LESSONS 


Arnold’s Practical Onl 
Commentary, 1929 9 0c 


A high spiritual tone has endeared 
this popular handbook to thousands 

A pestp’d $1.00 
With its hints to teachers, illustra- 


of readers. 

tions, blackboard exercises, questions, maps, etc., it 
supplies the need for a good all-around commentary 
at a popular price. 


ORDER _A_COPY NOW 
F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Sth Ave. BL Y.; 851 Cass St, Chicage 


EIGHTEENTH 
HOLY LAND TOUR 


Conducted by Dr. and Mrs. Ray Allen 


February 28 to May 20, 1929 




















Modelze, Gipeaiar, —s Athens, pe Constants. 
. Syria, Palestine, > Switzer o 
Beles Hollaad, — 
$915 COMPLETE. SHORTER TOUR $700 
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a RNY TERE RNC LORENA, ABER “ ; 
VACATION TOUR TO EUROPE JUNE 29, $725 


Rev. RAY ALLEN, D.D. : 
84 Shepard Avenue Buffalo, N. Y-- 


SUPPORT A NATIVE 


Trained native workers may be supported 
on the mission field for from to $150 a year. 
— deducted from your giits—s006 to the 
eld. 








FOR FULL PARTICULARS WRITE TO 
NATIVE PREACHER CO., Inc. 
Box S, 251 Fairmount Rd., Ridgewood, N. J. 
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Learn Another Man’s Language tical Hoss Peid 


Method for Spanish, French, German, Italian, Rus- 
sian, Portuguese, J apanese, Price, $1.75. Over a mil- 
, lion sold. nd for free Circulars. 

THE. PETER REILLY CO., Publishers 
Dept. S S., 133 N. 23th St., Philadetphia. “ 
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Lesson for January 27 
YOUR WORK 
BY USING 


Simplify COMMON SENSE 
REVELL’S 
Treasurers’ 


R ds isz 
e€cords i929 
Accounts Always Audited and Correct 
Revell’s Church Treasurers’ Record 
Concise—Systematic —Simple— Time Saving 
WEEKLY ENVELOPE SYSTEM 








SELF-PROVING 
No. 1. For. 434 in one'year, $2.50 
‘Ne. 2: Fer 682 im one year; : 
No. 2A. For 1430 in one year, 3.50 
No. 2B. For 1778 in one year, 3.75 
No. For 2674 ip one year, 4. 





The Most Simple and Time Saving 


Revell’s S. S. Record FOR SECRETARY 
By FRANK H. HEAD 


For 27 Classes, $1.50; 65 Classes, $2.00 
Revell’s S. S. Class Books FRANK 
Nothing one 20: Per den. $2.40 
gape a and ny oF alle 
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BLESSED 
HOPE 


A message on Prophecy vs James H. McConkey. 
editor of the Christ Life says: 

“In a day when prophecy is pouring 
from the’ ‘presees, Mr. isetonkey’t 
“The Blessed Hope’ comes with a 
singular strength,and freshness. The 
whole message is heart-gripping for 

. these last days.” 


Sent absolutely free. Address 
Silver Publishing Society, Dept. S, 














Beesemer Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
and a few 
minutes’ thought 


A Post car will bring to you 


TORREY’S Famous Vest- Pocket HELP 


GIST OF LESSONS 2222 FREE 


Bi lr DOWN the names (on a postcard will do) of 12 
or more Sunday School teachers or officers of your 
send you an introduc- 





acquaintance, and we will 
tory copy of Torrey’s Gist of the Lessons (Inter- 
national) 1929. Adsolutely free and postpaid. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK 


CHURCH ORGANS 


HOOK & HASTINGS COMPANY 
BOSTON, MASS. 


cethe letion of 


ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
of uninterrupted organ building in America 


Branch Offices 
New York — Philadelphia -— Asheville 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





¢ 

February 3. The Challenge of Christ to the 
Youth of the World. Matt. to: 16-42. 
(Christian Endeavor Day.) 

February 10. Jesus Teaching Us to Serve. 
Matt. 20 : 20-28, 

February 17. How Much Should We Strive 
for Material Things? Luke 12: 13-31. 





Sunday, January 27 
How Can We Serve the World Through 
Our Church? (Acts 13 : 1-3.) (De- 
nominational Day. Beginning 
Christian Endeavor Week.) 





Mon.—Missionary service (Acts .14 : 6 


18). 
Tues.—The church evangelizing 


3 
Thess. 1 : 1-10). 
Wed.—Philanthropy (Acts 9 : 36-43). . 
Thurs.—Setting life’s standards (Tit. 


2:7, 8). 
Fri—The church healing (Acts 3: 1-10). 
Sat.—Messages of good will (Eph, 2: 
SU kee : 











How does the church serve the world? 
How may we help the church to serve? 
What have missions done for the world’? 


VERY wealthy man of the world 

was once talking with Dr. Horace 
Bushnell about the value of the church. 
He held forth at great length on the 
weaknesses and faults of the church, and 
could see no real value in it. For this 
reason he refused absolutely to contribute 
to a new church in Hartford. “My friend,” 
said Dr. Bushnell as he was leaving the 
wealthy man, “I want you to think of 
something. What was real estate worth 
in Sodom?” ~ 


It is well that we should stop for a 
moment and think how the church has 
served the world. As in all ages since 
the Lord Jesus laid the foundation for his 
Church, there have been those who 
thought they could get along without it, 
and that the church was a needless insti- 
tution. We can scarcely pick up a mag- 


| azine today without finding some slur 


against the church of Christ. But it 
would be interesting to see what some of 
these same people would do were all the 
churches removed from the town in which 
they lived, and from the land in which 
they spread their propaganda. Strange 
is it, too, that we do not find them re- 
moving to lands where they can be free 
from the influence of the church. 
4 

Perhaps none realize the shortcomings 
of the church of Christ today more than 
those who are within her borders, but 
they realize also that this old world is a 
far better and safer place in which to live 
because of the church. With all her faults 
she is still the most potent human factor 
for good in the world, not only from a 
spiritual and moral standpoint, but from 
a humane and philanthropic one, as well. 
Where are the givers to the Red Cross, 
welfare, relief, and other like societies 
recruited? Take out the members of the 
church of Christ, and what would be left 
to support them? 


Three things are clear as to how the 
early church was guided in her work. 
These principles have never been abro- 
gated. (1) God had:a definite work for 
thé church to do; (2) the Holy Spirit 
definitely chose those who were to be in 
charge of the work; and (3) the church 
listened to and obeyed the voice of the 
Spirit as to what to do and whom to send. 

Whenever the church has failed, to fol- 
low these principles difficulty has arisen, 
work has been taken on that did not -be- 
long to her, and workers have been chosen 
who were unfitted for the work. This is 
why, for hundreds of years, the church’s 
Great Commission of preaching the Gos- 
pel to the uttermost parts of the earth 
was lost sight of and she settled down to 





enrich herself and make herself strong 
and powerful in material ways. 


We can see, if we observe closely, the | 
danger in which the church is. today, as | 
she takes on the great program of edl- 
cation and social service and settles down 
in great institutions of learning and hos- 
pitals in the mission lands, instead of 
pushing on to unreached fields with the 
Gospel of Christ. 


But what can we learn for ourselves 
as to our place in service in the church? 
Our Scripture lesson shows us that it was 
while the saints of the early church “min- 
istered to thé Lord and pastors,” or, in 
other words, were about their regular 
duties at the home church that God 
opened the’ door for a greater service. 
Can we not learn from these early 
church ‘fathers the importance of: doing 
faithfully and well the task we now have 
in our yoting people’s society, our Sun- 
day-school and in our church, and look- 
ing to God. and waiting for him to show 
us his field of greater service? 

Can we not also learn the simple obe- 
dience that instantly does his’ will as soon 
as it is known? Only two were sent out 
on ‘that first missionary tour. A. great 
number had to stay behind with the stuff 
(cf. 1 Sam. 30:24). But whether our 
part be to goor stay, if we are sure it is the 
Lord’s. will-we may be certain of having 
“hi’ bléSsing and we inay be confident that 
we shall have a definite share in the re- 
sults that come through the sending out 
of the Good News. 

we 


It is not mine to question the judg- 
ments of my Lord, 

It is but mine to follow the leadings of: 
His Word; 

But if to go or stay, or whether here 
or there, 

I'll be, with my Saviour, content any- 
where. « 


How am I serving Christ in the church? 
Have I found his will for service? 


7 I willing to serve wherever he puts 
me 
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OUNG MAN—Student desires a part-time 
position with church (any denomination) in Phila- 
delphia or vicinity as assistant to pastor — capable of 
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HERE is still time if you act* quickly to 

tour the Holy Land and cruise the Medi- 
terranean this winter on a James Boring cruise. 
The last two of the season sail in February, both 
on White Star Transatlantic Liners. But you 
must hurry if you are to take this long dreamed 
of trip planned by Mr. Boring, who has con- 
ducted many hundreds of Christians through 
Palestine, Egypt and other Mediterranean 
countries. 


46 Days—$465 
SAILS FEBRUARY 28th. 


A 46-day Tourist class cruise sails Feb. 28th 
on the White Star Liner S. s. Adriatic. A full 
week in the Holy Land and Egypt, complete 
sightseeing, excursions by motor and train 
through Palestine and a memorable overland 
trip from Jerusalem to Cairo. Also visits Ma- 
deira, Gibra!tar, Algiers, Monte Carlo, Naples, 
Athens, Dardanelles, Constantinople and 
Sicily. Extremely moderate rates, $465 and 














For a JAMES BORING 
Cruise to the HOLY LAND 
and the MEDITERRANEAN 


$495 cover all necessary expenses, including 
shore trips. 


68 Days—$740 
SAILS FEBRUARY 14th. 


A few desirable accommodations are stil! avail- 
able on James Boring’s regular Fourth Annual 
Mediterranean Cruise which visits every coun- 
try bordering on that sea. It sails Feb. 14th on 
specially chartered White Star Liner S. S. Cal- 

aric and visits 23 ports in 15 countries and 5 
islands. Entirely first-class. $740 up covers 
every necessary expense, including sightsecing 
trips and stop-over homebound transportation. 


RUSH COUPON FOR FULL DETAILS 


Mail the coupon or wire for complete information 
TODAY. Or see your local steamship agent. 


Se SS SS SS SS SSS Se SS ee eee ee 
§ JAMES BORING’S TRAVEL SERVICE’ Inc. 
§ 730 Fifth Ave., Dept. M 91, New York City. 


Rush me booklet giving full information con- 
cerning the Cruise to the Holy Land and the 
Medite'ranean indicated: (J 46 Days, sailing 
Feb. 28th [J 68 Days, sailing Feb. 14th. 
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ETHER YOUR VOICE IS 
strong or weak, pleasant or 
unpleasant, melodious or 

harsh, you can have a beautiful 
singing or speaking voice if your 
Hyo-Glossus Muscle is developed 
by correct training. 


The Great Discovery 


Professor Feuch A. M.—famous in 

music om o rom — discovered 
eauecie, He devoted yea his life to 
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There is not complicated about the 
Professor's methods, They are: ideally 
Siapted for 


correspondence ruction. 
e exercises are silent. You can practice 
them in the privacy of your own home. 
The results are positive. 


100% Improvement Guaranteed 


The Perfect Voice Institute guarantees 
that Prof. Feuchtinger’s method will im- 
prove your voice 100%. You are to be your 
own judge—take this training—if your 
voice is not improved 100% in your own 
Opinion, we will refund your money. 


. Send for Free Book 


Send us the coupon below and we'll send 
om FREE this valuable work on the Per- 
ect Voice. Prof> Feuchtinger is glad to 
ve you this book. You assume no obliga- 
tion but will do os a great and last- 
ing good by studying it. It may be the first 
step in your career. Do not delay. 
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1922 Sunnyside Ave., Studio 47-61 Chicago 
Please send me FREE Professor Feuch "se book, 
“Enter Your World."’ I have ~ X opposite the eub- 
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4 By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International _aiform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


A Young Man’s Quest 


YOUNG business man, just out of 
Princeton, eager to turn his naturally 
logical mind into the profession of law, 
but arrested by God through suffering, 
searched the Scriptures, almost without 
the aid of books, to find how God mani- 
fested himself in this era of time. It was 
then a quest dictated by personal need. 
Not falling into beaten tracks, a most 
“original” study” was the outcome. The 
seeker was Mr. James H. McConkey. 
His book, which has become a spiritual 
classic, is “The Threefold Secret of the 
Holy Spirit.” It has blessed thousands 
and saved scores out of or from error 
on this theme. It may be had free from 
The Silver Publishing. Society, Bessemer 
Building, Pittsburgh. 


January 21 to ‘27 
Mon.-—Joel 2 : 28-32. The Holy Spirit Promised. 


“Afterward” (v. 28) is “in the last 
days.” The events here are coupled with 
the final battle of Armageddon for which 
present day “statesmanship” is uncon- 
sciously preparing, while talking peace. 
The invading army is described from 
verses 2 to 10; in verse 11 Jehovah's 
army Israel, restored to the land (con- 
sider Zionism), will repent (vs. 12-17), 
and the Lord will deliver (vs. 18-27). 
The “last days” began with our Lord’s 
first coming and end with his second, but 
the Holy Spirit’s outpouring is available 
all through. 
Prayer SuccesTions: Pray for the 
Canadian Sunday School Mission (184 
Alexander Ave., Winnipeg) in its estab- 
lishment and maintenance of Sunday- 
schools in unevangelwed rural Western 
Canada. 
Tues.—Acts 2: 1-6. 
The Coming of the Holy Spirit. 
In the Old. Testament the Spirit came 
upon whom he would, apparently without 
reference to one’s state. During his 
earth-life, Christ taught his. disciples that 
they might receive the Spirit through 
prayer to the Father (Luke 11:13). On 
the day of Pentecost the Spirit came upon 
the whole body of. believers—From the 
Scofield Reference Bible note under verse 
4 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
Gospel may go forward by leaps and 
bounds in the work of Mr. Van Slyke at 
Oaxaca, Mexico, whose handicaps were 
removed by retiring President Calles, per- 
sonaily, in co-operation with the last Sec- 
fetary of the Interior; pray for Me.xico’s 
new President, Portes Gil. 


Wed.—Acts 19 : 1-7, Receiving the Holy Spirit. 


It is of vital importance to realize that 
we never have to wait for the Holy Spirit. 
We receive him at conversion (Acts 2: 
38). Repentance and believing (evi- 
denced by baptism) are the only condi- 
tions. It is not the experience of the 
apostles that we need, for they lived ‘in 
overlapping dispensations. The Revised 
Version translates verse 2 correctly, “Did 
ye receive the Holy Spirit when_ye be- 
lieved?” The Ephesian men had repented 
but were not properly believers in Christ 
as we are. Paul helps supply the missing 
New Testament condition. 


utilization by the Gospel of modern in- 
ventions in the mission field, even.the air- 
plane; pray for great good to come out 
of the air trip of Mrs. J. Livingstone Tay- 
lor, a@ mission enthusiast of Cleveland, 
Ohio, in ferrying through tne skies Mrs. 
C. W. Williams and Mrs. P. C..Me- 
Dowell, workers of the Presbyterian 
Board, from Teheran to Tabriz in Persia. 
| Thurs.—John 16 ; 7-15. 
The Holy Spirit Our Helper. 











he himself were doing it. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the. 





conducted Christiana and her children to 


the Celestial City. He convicts sinners 
(vs. 7-11) and helps saints (vs. 13-15); 


guides into all truth; speaks of Christ; 


whispers the secrets of the future to us, 
and shows us Christ’s mind and will as if 
In verse 12 we 
have our Lord’s “pre-authentication” of 
the Epistles (see Scofield Reference 
note). : 
Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for the 
evangelistic Bible Conference and hospital 
work of M. and Mme. Henri Contesse at 
Digne, France, near the River Durance, 
once incarnadined with Huguenot. blood 
(D. M. Stearn’s Missionary Fund, 147 
West School Lane, Germantown, Phila- 
delphia). 
Fri.—Romans & : 26-30. 

The Holy Spirit Interceding. 
The Holy Spirit of God, not in Heaven, 
—not in himself, with himself, in the 
Trinity — but in us, indwelling, helps us, 
not to bear our weakness, but helps our 
weakness itself, to do the greatest thing 
for God —to pray better! “For us” (v. 
26). is not in the oldest MSS. It is for 
the saints. God knows we need to pray 
—the quarreling, selfish, unyielding, 
tempted saints, and- the Satan-checked 
yielded saints, too. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for Mr. S. 
Mimaki of the Japan Evangelistic Band, 
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that God may continue to use him and 
others in wonderful revival work, as they 
are praying for “floods” (Acts 2:17). 
Sat.—1 Corinthians 12:1-11. Spiritual Gifts. 
Every believer has some Spirit-given 
enablement — at least one. “Nothing in 
Christ’s service is left to human judg- 
ment of self-choosing” (ef Acts 16: 
6, 7). Christ gives Spirit-gifted people 
to the whole Church, ave you “listened 


in” fer your real gift? 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
70 graduates of 1927-28 of the Leningrad 
Bible Classes, and for God to-speed the 
15,000 Bible Concordances being printed 
at Leningrad, and for all the work of the 
All-Russian Evangelical Christian Union 
(366 Bay Street, Toronto, 2, Canada). 
Sun.—John _14 : 25-31. 

The Holy Spirit Our Comforter. 

The Holy Spirit is more than Com- 
forter even; He is our “Paraclete” — the 
“One-called-alongside-to-help” —and the 
word needs to be given naturalization 
papers out of Greek into English. Let's 
let him help; in calm and tempest, in 
routine and emergency. 


PRAYER SuGcestions: Pray for $75,000 
needed for further extension work of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission, and for the one 
hundred workers, Belgian, American, 


English, French, Hollanders, and Swiss, 
during the new year. 





Not from 
A FINISHING 
SCHOOL 
But from 
A PIANO 


At 22, Ethel should have. been the most 
popular girl in her set, but she wasn't. She 
had had all the advantages of education and 
travel—but to no avail. It was despairing to 
her parents. And for Ethel, so difficult to 
understand. 


But at.24, everything had changed. She 
was lovely, charming — invited “everywhere. 
But no matter where she went, Ethel, was 
usually to be found at the piano. She ‘had 
learned to play quickiy and easily. That was 


the secret of her new magnetism. 


U. S. School of Music Makes It Easy 

Ethel is just one of the thousands of men 
and women who have suddenly. become 
popular by learning to play a musical instru- 
ment. Social success can be yours, too. 

The U. S. School of Music has developed 
a method of musical instruction which, re- 
gardless of age or talent, insures success. You 
learn with amazing rapidity and yet musicians 
and educators unite in saying that. the system 
is thorough—# series of easy lessons which 
leads you to the mastery of any instrument, 
from the piano to the ukelele. 


The Whole Story in a Free Booklet 


You would like to know more about the 
U. S. School of Music, wouldn't you? More 
about the par- 




















He is to us in our Pilgrimage the “Mr. 
: Greatheart” of Bunyan’s allegory who 
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this information. It is for the asking— 
absolutely. without charge or obligation. 

This booklet. entitled: “* Music: Lessons In 
Your Own Home" is well worth having. Tne 
cover was designed by Franklin Booth, a 
famous artist, and the foreword written by 
Dr. Frank Crane,_2 man whose inspirational 
articles have started thousands on the road 
to success and happiness. : 

It also contains letters from music love 
and accomplished musicians all over the U. 
S., men and women who after completing the 
U.S. School of Music course felt that they 
just had to write in and let us share in their 
neW found joy in the mastery 6f music, the 
universal language. 


And a Surprise for You 


The booklet is not all. You will receive a Free 
Demonstration Lesson besides. ink what this 
will mean to you—the_opportunity to prove beyond 
the shadow of a doubt that you can learn to pla 
your favorite instrument. is simple lesson will 
show you how to begin—how very simple it all is. It 
will point the way to all of the musical pleasures 
you have seen oth enjoy. : 

Send for the booklet and free demonstration les- 
son today. Every hour that you put off sending 
this information means just so much lost time. Why 
deny yourself the joys that musical mastery can 
bring you? This coupon will introduce you to new 
delights. Fill it out right away. 


{ U.S. SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
g. 3981-Brunswick Bidg., New York City 
Please send me your free book, ** Music. Les- 
@ sons in Your Own Home,’ with introduction by § 
Dr. Frank Crane, Demonstration Lesson, and g 
rticulars. of. your easy payment plan. lam g 
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